Chapter 1 Answer Key

GUIDED NOTES

Key Terms
1. Prefix: The word part added to the beginning of a root that modifies its meaning
2. Root: The core part of a medical term that carries the primary meaning
3. Suffix: The word part added to the end of a root that modifies its meaning
4. Combining Form: A root word plus a vowel (usually “0”) that connects it to suffixes or other
roots
5. Diagnosis: The identification of the nature of an illness or problem (from Greek “to know
through”)

Main Concept Overview
Fill in the blanks:
. Medical terms are built using word parts to create words with specific precision.
. Most medical terms are derived from Latin or Greek origins.
. Correct pronunciation ensures clear communication in healthcare settings.
. Medical language evolves as healthcare advances.
. Medical literacy translation builds trust and improves patient outcomes.

abrh wON -

Matching Section
. C - Cardiologist: Heart specialist
. D - Dysphagia: Difficulty swallowing
. B - Hyper-: Higher than normal measurement
. E - -itis: Inflammation
. A - -ectomy: Surgical removal of an organ or tissue

abrh wON -

True/False Questions
. FALSE (-ology means “study of”)
. TRUE
. TRUE
. FALSE (Brady- means “slow”)
. FALSE (Patient understanding improves outcomes)

abrh wON -

Fill in the Table

Word Part from Article Your Definition
Cardilo Heart
Dermat/o Skin
Hyper- Excessive, above normal
-itis Inflammation
-ology Study of
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Answer Key

Critical Thinking Questions

1. Learning word parts is more efficient because:
* A single word part appears in multiple terms
* Understanding components allows decoding unfamiliar terms
» 75% of terms come from Greek/Latin with consistent patterns

2. Healthcare professionals can:
* Introduce medical terms alongside everyday explanations
* Find balance between accuracy and clarity
« Example: Explaining hypertension as “high blood pressure” while teaching the medical term

Word Building Basics

1

Across

5. The process of
constructing medical
terms by combining
prefixes, roots, and
suffixes according to
established patterns.
Word ____

7. The

identification of the
nature of an illness
or problem.

8. A medical term
that contains
multiple roots;
allows for precise
description of
complex anatomical
structures or medical
conditions. ____
Term
10. A root word
plus a vowel (usually
"0") that connects it
to suffixes or other
roots to make
pronunciation easier.
Form
Down

1. The study of

the origin of words
and the historical
development of their
meanings; important
in understanding the
foundation of
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3. The body of
terms used with a
particular technical
application; in
healthcare,
specialized
vocabulary used to
communicate

4, The word part
added to the end of
a root that modifies
its meaning; that modifies its
examples include meaning; examples
"-itis" (inflammation) include "hyper-"
and "-ectomy” (excessive) and

9. The word part
added to the
beginning of a root
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Word Building
Terminology

Pronunciation

Compound Term
Suffix

Prefix

Combining Form
Root
Etymology

medical terminology.

2. The way in

which a word is
spoken; particularly
important in medical
settings to ensure
clear

precisely.

(surgical removal).

6. The core part of
a medical term that
carries the primary
meaning; examples
include "cardi"
(h‘eart) and "dermat”

"hypo-" (deficient).
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Chapter 1 Lecture Notes, Schedule & Resources

Teaching Notes: Medical Terminology
Example Lecture Outline

Introduction
» Define medical terminology as a specialized language used by healthcare professionals to communicate
precisely about the body, diseases, treatments, and procedures
» Explain that medical terminology follows logical patterns that make it easier to learn than memorizing
individual terms
* Emphasize how mastering medical terminology is foundational for all healthcare careers

Key Components of Medical Terminology
Word Parts
* Present the four main types of word parts: prefixes, roots, suffixes, and combining forms
» Explain that roots carry the essential meaning of the word
» Demonstrate how prefixes and suffixes modify the meaning of roots
* lllustrate with examples: “cardiologist” breaks down as cardi (heart) + ologist (one who studies)

Combining Forms

» Explain that combining forms are root words with a vowel (usually “0”) added

* Clarify that combining vowels make pronunciation easier

* Demonstrate with examples: “gastro” (combining form) connects to “enterology” to form
“gastroenterology”

Common Patterns

* Introduce frequently used prefixes: hyper-, hypo-, brady-, tachy-, dys-
* Present common roots: cardi/o, dermat/o, hepat/o, neur/o, oste/o

* Review important suffixes: -itis, -ectomy, -ology, -osis, -plasty

* Demonstrate word building with multiple examples

Practical Applications

» Show how medical terminology enables precise documentation in patient records

* Explain how terminology facilitates efficient communication among healthcare teams
* lllustrate how understanding terminology helps decode unfamiliar medical terms

* Emphasize that terminology knowledge improves proper treatment and coding

Patient Education Importance

* Discuss the skill of translating medical terms into everyday language
» Explain how effective communication improves patient outcomes

» Demonstrate techniques for explaining complex terms to patients

Conclusion

* Reinforce that understanding word parts is more efficient than memorizing individual terms

* Emphasize that medical terminology is a systematic approach to language that serves throughout a
healthcare career

* Encourage consistent practice through flashcards, apps, and contextual usage

Discussion Prompts
1. How might misunderstanding a medical term potentially impact patient care?
2. What strategies would help you remember the difference between similar-sounding terms?
3. How would you explain a complex medical term to a patient who has limited health literacy?
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Lecture Notes, Schedule & Resources

Further Exploration

1. Historical Development of Medical Terminology

» Connects to medical terminology by showing how Greek and Latin influences shaped modern
healthcare language
2. Specialized Terminology in Different Healthcare Fields

» Connects by demonstrating how the same word-building principles apply across medical specialties

Supplementary Content
Interesting Facts
1. About 75% of all medical terms derive from Greek or Latin origins
2. The word “diagnosis” literally means “to know through”
3. Many hospitals have “Do Not Use” lists for confusing medical abbreviations
4. Medical vocabulary contains over 100,000 terms
5. Learning 350-400 word parts allows understanding thousands of medical terms

Common Misconceptions

1. Medical terminology is random and must be memorized individually
2. Medical terminology is only used by doctors

3. There’s no need to learn correct pronunciation of medical terms

Industry Trends
1. Electronic health records require standardized terminology
2. Global healthcare communication demands consistent terminology usage

Hands-on Activities
Word Part Matching Cards
* Materials: Index cards with prefixes, roots, suffixes written separately
* Instructions: Students combine cards to create valid medical terms
» Expected outcome: Students understand how word parts fit together
» Assessment: Ability to explain meaning of created terms

Medical Term Translation Exercise

* Materials: List of medical terms and everyday scenarios

* Instructions: Students translate terms into patient-friendly language

» Expected outcome: Students practice explaining complex terms simply
» Assessment: Clarity and accuracy of translations

Body Systems Terminology Map

» Materials: Large paper, markers, reference materials

* Instructions: Create visual maps connecting terms to body systems
» Expected outcome: Visual organization of terminology by system

» Assessment: Completeness and accuracy of connections

Pronunciation Practice Partners

» Materials: List of challenging medical terms

* Instructions: Partners practice pronouncing terms, correcting each other
» Expected outcome: Improved pronunciation confidence

» Assessment: Accuracy of pronunciation
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