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Chapter 1 Answer Key
     GUIDED NOTES

Key Terms
1. Constitution: The highest law in our country that establishes the government structure and
   defines citizens’ rights.
2. Amendment: A formal change or addition to the Constitution.
3. Bill of Rights: The first ten amendments to the Constitution that protect fundamental freedoms.
4. Separation of Powers: The principle that divides government power among three branches to
    prevent any one group from having too much control.
5. Checks and Balances: The system that allows each branch of government to limit the powers 
    of the other branches.

Main Concept Overview

1. rulebook        2. branches        3. interpret        4. living        5. amendments

Matching Section

C 1. (Preamble - Introduction explaining why the Constitution was written)
D 2. (Article I - Creates Congress to make laws)
A 3. (Bill of Rights - Protects rights like freedom of speech and religion)
E 4. (13th Amendment - Ended slavery in the United States)
B 5. (19th Amendment - Gives women the right to vote)

True/False Questions

F 1. (The Constitution has been amended 27 times)
T 2 
F 3. (The President’s power is limited by checks and balances)
T 4 
F 5. (This exact phrase doesn’t appear in the document, though the First Amendment does    
prohibit government from establishing an official religion)

Fill in the Table

Branch of Government Primary Responsibilities

Legislative Branch Makes laws; consists of Congress (House of 
Representatives and Senate)

Executive Branch Enforces laws; led by the President

Judicial Branch Interprets laws; includes the Supreme Court and 
federal courts

Checks and Balances
System where each branch limits the power of others 
(e.g., President can veto laws, Congress can override 
vetoes, courts can declare laws unconstitutional)
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Answer Key

 Critical Thinking Questions

1. The Founders made the amendment process difficult to ensure stability and prevent hasty 
changes based on temporary popular opinion. If it were easier to change the Constitution, it might 
be altered too frequently, leading to instability in government and citizens’ rights. The difficult 
process ensures that only changes with broad, lasting support become part of our fundamental 
law.

2. Sample answer: Checks and balances prevent any one branch from becoming too powerful by 
giving each branch ways to limit the others. For example, Congress makes laws, but the President 
can veto them. However, Congress can override that veto with a two-thirds majority vote. The 
Supreme Court can declare laws unconstitutional, but justices are nominated by the President 
and must be approved by the Senate. This creates a system where cooperation is needed and no 
single branch can control everything.

The Constitution & Its Amendments
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Across

3. The seven 

main sections of the 

Constitution that 

explain how the 

government works.

5. The 

introduction to the 

Constitution that 

explains why it was 

written.

7. The freedoms 

and protections 

guaranteed to 

citizens by the 

Constitution and its 

amendments.

8. The system 

that allows each 

branch of 

government to limit 

the powers of the 

other branches, 

preventing any one 

branch from 

becoming too 

powerful. ____ and 

Balances

9. The highest 

law in our country 

that establishes the 

structure of 

government and 

defines citizens' 

rights.

10. The process of 

officially approving 

the Constitution, 

which required nine 

of the thirteen 

states to agree to 

it.

Down

1. A formal 

change or addition 

made to the 

Constitution after it 

was first written.

2. The first ten 

amendments to the 

Constitution that 

protect 

fundamental 

freedoms like 

speech, religion, 

and fair trials. 

(Three words)

4. The three 

divisions of 

government 

(legislative, 

executive, and 

judicial) that each 

have separate 

powers.

6. The principle 

that divides 

government 

authority among 

different branches 

to prevent any 

single group from 

having too much 

control. ____ of 

Powers
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Chapter 1 Lecture Notes, Schedule & Resources

Example Lecture Outline

Introduction
• The Constitution is America’s highest law that establishes government structure and protects
  citizens’ rights
• Created in 1787 to replace the Articles of Confederation
• Foundation of American democracy and rights

Key Components of the Constitution
Structure and Organization
• Preamble: Establishes purpose (“to form a more perfect Union”)
• Seven Articles: Outline how government works
• Amendments: Allow for changes over time (27 total)

Three Branches of Government
Legislative (Congress): Makes laws
  • House of Representatives and Senate
  • Powers: taxation, declaring war, approving treaties
Executive (President): Enforces laws
  • Commander-in-chief, foreign relations, appoints judges
  • Cabinet departments that implement laws and policies
Judicial (Courts): Interprets laws
  • Supreme Court and federal courts
  • Judicial review establishes constitutionality of laws

Checks and Balances
• Congress can override presidential vetoes with two-thirds majority
• President appoints judges, Senate confirms
• Courts can declare laws unconstitutional
• Each branch limits others’ power to prevent tyranny

Important Amendments
Bill of Rights (Amendments 1-10): Protects fundamental freedoms
  • Freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly
  • Rights of the accused and fair trial
  • Powers reserved to states and people
Later Key Amendments
  • 13th: Abolished slavery
  • 14th: Equal protection under the law
  • 15th: Voting rights regardless of race
  • 19th: Women’s right to vote
  • 26th: Lowered voting age to 18
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Lecture Notes, Schedule & Resources

Real-World Applications
• Constitutional rights protect student expression and privacy
• Amendments have expanded voting rights to more Americans over time
• Supreme Court interprets rights in modern contexts
• Recent cases apply constitutional principles to digital privacy and communication

Impact
• Provides stability while allowing change through formal amendment process
• Model for other democratic governments worldwide
• Evolves through interpretation and amendments
• Requires informed citizens to maintain its effectiveness

Discussion Prompts
• How would our country differ without separation of powers?
• Which constitutional right is most important in your daily life and why?
• What new amendment might address modern issues?

Interesting Facts
• Written in just 116 days during the summer of 1787
• At 4,543 words, it’s the shortest written constitution of any major government
• Benjamin Franklin, at 81, was the oldest signer
• Original document displayed in National Archives in Washington, D.C.
• Only 27 amendments added, though thousands proposed

Common Misconceptions
• “Separation of church and state” doesn’t appear in the Constitution
• Constitution doesn’t explicitly give Supreme Court judicial review power
• Right to privacy isn’t directly mentioned but interpreted from other amendments

Activities

Classroom Constitution
Students create a classroom constitution with rights and amendments through group work and 
voting.

Three Branches Role Play
Students take roles in legislative, executive, and judicial branches to experience checks and 
balances.

Amendment Proposal
Students draft amendments addressing modern issues not covered in the Constitution.




