Chapter 1 Answer Key

l. Key Terms
1. Democracy: A system of government where power is vested in the people, who
rule either directly or through freely elected representatives.
2. Civil Rights Movement: A struggle for social justice that took place mainly during
the 1950s and 1960s for Black Americans to gain equal rights under the law in the
United States.
3. Constitution: The supreme law of the United States, providing the framework for
the organization of the federal government and outlining the fundamental rights of
citizens.
4. First Amendment: The first addition to the U.S. Constitution, part of the Bill of
Rights, which protects the freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, and the
right to petition the government.
5. Checks and Balances: A system in which the different parts of an organization
(such as a government) have powers that affect and control the other parts so that
no part can become too powerful.

Il. Main Concept Overview
US history is more than just dates and names. It's a complex tapestry of human
experiences, triumphs, and challenges that have molded the society we live in
today. By understanding this history, we gain valuable insights into the foundations
of our government, the evolution of our culture, and the ongoing struggles for
equality and justice that continue to shape our nation.

lll. Matching Section

E Declaration of Independence  A. Created the system of checks and balances

D Space Race B. First inhabitants of the Americas

C Great Depression C. Provides insights into economic policies

B Indigenous peoples D. Influenced smartphone technology

A Founding Fathers E. Guides government and society today
IV. True/False Questions

1. False

2. False

3. True

4. False

5. True

256 | 25x: U.S. History - Part 1 © 2025 3andB.com



Chapter 1 Answer Key

V. Fill in the Table

Aspect of Life Al e Modern Example
Influence
Technology Space Race Smartphones, GPS
Music Afrlc.;an American Hip-hop, jazz

spirituals
Constitution Three branches of government

Government

Civil Rights 1960s Civil Rights  |Black Lives Matter
Movement
Great Depression Economic stimulus packages

Economy

VI. Application Question
Answers will vary, but should touch on how history influences daily life, shapes
current events, and provides lessons for the future.

VIl. Reflection/Summary

Main reasons for studying US history (answers may vary but should include):
1. To understand the foundations of our government and society

2. To make connections between past events and current issues

3. To learn from past experiences and avoid repeating mistakes
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Heritage

Indigenous

Justice

Founding Fathers

Freedom

Government

Diversity Democracy

Equality

Constitution
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6. Traditions and achievements
passed down through generations

7. Original inhabitants of a place,
here before colonization

8. Government by the people, for the
people

9. System for controlling and making
decisions for a country

10. Blueprint for America’'s
government system

1. Key figures in early American
history and government (Two words)

2. The state of being equal,
especially in rights and opportunities

3. Variety of cultures and
backgrounds in American society

4. Fair treatment and due reward in
accordance with honor, standards, or
law

5. The power to act or speak without
restraint
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