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Roadless Forest Rule Could Change Work in the

Woods

A proposed rollback would reopen debates over roads, logging, water, wildlife, and the
skilled trades that touch public forests.

federal proposal would remove long-running

limits on new roads and commercial logging in
many national forest areas that have been kept
roadless for decades. According to Ars Technica,
the Trump administration says ending the 2001
Roadless Rule would lift restrictions on road con-
struction and timber harvest across nearly 59 mil-
lion acres of national forest.

The Roadless Rule is a land-management policy
that bars most new road construction, road main-
tenance, and commercial timber harvest in invento-
ried roadless areas, meaning forest lands officially
identified as having few or no roads. These places
are not the same as national parks or designated
wilderness areas, but they often sit near them or
connect to them. Idaho and Colorado have their
own state-specific roadless rules, so the national
rule works differently there.

For people training in construction, forestry, natur-
al resources, water systems, or heavy equipment,
this is not just an environmental story. It is also a
story about how the work gets defined before any-
one starts a machine. A road project in a national
forest is not only grading dirt. It can involve access
planning, erosion control, stream crossings, cul-
verts, slope stability, material hauling, equipment

A gravel road project stops at the edge of a forest stream, with trees and road-building materials visible.

staging, and long-term maintenance. A culvert is a
pipe or box-like structure that lets water pass un-
der a road; if it is undersized or poorly placed, it
can block fish movement or push sediment into
streams.

The administration’s argument is that the rule has
slowed economic development. If the rollback goes
forward, more areas could become available for
timber operations and the roads needed to reach
them. That could mean more work for survey
crews, equipment operators, truck drivers, timber
contractors, mechanics, and people who build and
maintain drainage systems. It could also mean
more permitting, inspection, and restoration work,
because roads in forests do not stop affecting the
site when the crew leaves.

The trade-off is that roads change a forest in ways
that are difficult to undo. The Ars Technica article
notes that the lower 48 states already have more
than 4.2 million miles of public roads, while only
about 5 percent of that region is inventoried road-
less area or wilderness. Roads can bring access for
logging, firefighting, recreation, and management.
They can also carry invasive weeds on tires, add
sediment to streams, split habitat into smaller
pieces, and increase the chance that animals are
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hit by vehicles. The article also cites research find-
ing that fires are more likely to start in areas with
roads than in areas without them.

Water is one of the biggest job-site issues. National
forests supply drinking water to millions of Ameri-
cans, and roadless areas help protect watersheds,
which are land areas that drain into the same river,
lake, or water supply. Ars Technica reports that
roadless areas protect watersheds supplying drink-
ing water to 47 million Americans. If road building
increases sediment in waterways, communities
may face higher water purification costs. That con-
nects forest decisions to water-treatment opera-
tors, civil technicians, utility managers, and mainte-
nance crews far from the forest itself.

Wildlife work is also affected. Roads can change
animal behavior because of traffic and noise, and
the article says studies have found road noise can
affect wildlife more than a mile away. Roadless ar-
eas provide habitat for species of conservation
concern, meaning species whose long-term sur-
vival is at risk. Some roadless areas in Arizona con-
tain habitat for many such species. In California,
roadless areas include important habitat for the re-
lictual slender salamander and the Mount Pinos
lodgepole chipmunk, according to the article.

There is also a government-process piece. A
30-day public comment period will begin once the

Written from reporting by Ars Technica.

formal proposal is published in the Federal Regis-
ter, the official daily record where federal agencies
publish proposed rules, notices, and regulations.
That means contractors, local governments, water
utilities, recreation businesses, tribal governments,
conservation groups, and ordinary residents can
send comments before the rule is finalized. A sepa-
rate effort in Congress would remove the Roadless
Rule through an amendment to the Wildfire Preven-
tion Act and prevent the U.S. Forest Service from
bringing it back later.

One thing the article does not answer is how many
jobs would be created, what kinds of jobs would be
permanent, or who would pay for maintaining any
new roads. That matters because a short-term
road-building or logging contract is not the same as
a stable career path. A serious workforce discus-
sion has to separate real tasks from promised job
counts.

The practical question is not whether roads are al-
ways good or always bad. The question is what job
the road is supposed to do, what it will cost to
build and maintain, what risks it adds to water and
wildlife, and who is responsible when the project is
finished. In the skilled trades, that is familiar
ground: the plan, the site conditions, the materials,
the maintenance schedule, and the consequences
all matter.
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THINK IT THROUGH

1. If a forest road could create local work but also increase water-treatment costs downstream, how
should decision-makers weigh those costs and benefits?

A strong answer: A strong answer should compare short-term employment and access benefits with long-term
maintenance, water quality, and public-cost questions.

2. Who should have the strongest voice during the public comment period: local contractors, nearby
residents, water utilities, scientists, recreation users, or someone else?

A strong answer: A strong answer should justify whose expertise or stake matters most while recognizing that several
groups are affected in different ways.

3. What information is missing from this story that would help a CTE program judge whether the
rollback would create good career opportunities?

A strong answer: A strong answer should look for job duration, wages, required credentials, safety risks, maintenance
funding, and whether work would be local or temporary.
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10

ACROSS DOWN
1 Pipe or box structure carrying water 2 Wearing away and movement of soil or
beneath a roadway rock by natural forces
9  System that carries excess water away 3 Long-term management of wooded lands
from a road or site for resources and health
10 Careful check that work, equipment, or a 4 Official approval process required before
site meets requirements a project begins
5 Describing forest land with few or no
vehicle routes
6 Natural place supplying an organism's
needs for life
7 Land area whose runoff reaches one
common river, lake, or sea
8 Loose soil and sand particles carried into

streams
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Pipe or box structure carrying water 2 Wearing away and movement of soil or
beneath a roadway rock by natural forces
9@  System that carries excess water away 3 Long-term management of wooded lands
from a road or site for resources and health
10 Careful check that work, equipment, or a 4  Official approval process required before
site meets requirements a project begins
5 Describing forest land with few or no
vehicle routes
6 Natural place supplying an organism's
needs for life
7 Land area whose runoff reaches one
common river, lake, or sea
8 Loose soil and sand particles carried into

streams
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

Ars Technica
“Dismantling the Roadless Rule threatens to disrupt wildlife and water in US”

Published Saturday, August 22, 2026
Read by us on Friday, August 21, 2026

https://arstechnica.com/science/2026/08/dismantling-the-roadless-rule-threatens-to-disrupt-wildlife-and-water-in-us/

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com
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