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A Second Storm Nears Hawaii After Flooding

Tropical Storm Moke is expected to bring more rain and wind to the Big Island, where
many people are still recovering from Hurricane Lala.

Tropical Storm Moke moved toward Hawaii on Sat-
urday, bringing the threat of more heavy rain and
strong wind to the Big Island, according to reporting
from the Associated Press published by PBS New-
sHour. A tropical storm is a rotating storm system
with strong winds, but weaker winds than a hurricane.
Moke formed Friday in the Pacific Ocean and was
southeast of Hilo, a city on the Big Island, early Satur-
day morning.

At 5 a.m. in Hawaii, Moke was about 470 miles south-
east of Hilo and was moving west-northwest at 12
miles per hour. Its maximum sustained winds, meaning
winds that hold steady for a short measured time
rather than a single gust, were about 50 miles per
hour, the National Hurricane Center said. The Nation-
al Hurricane Center is the U.S. agency that tracks
tropical storms and hurricanes.

The Big Island is expected to feel the strongest effects
as Moke passes south of a direct hit late Saturday in-
to early Sunday. That matters because the island is
still dealing with damage from Hurricane Lala. Lala
knocked down trees, damaged roads and bridges,
swept buildings off their foundations, and left roads
covered with mud and rocks. About 9,000 customers
on the Big Island were still without power Saturday.

Forecasters expected 5 to 10 inches of rain on the
southeast and windward sides of the Big Island, with
up to 15 inches in some isolated places. Windward
means the side of an island that faces the wind, so it
often gets more rain when moist air is pushed uphill.
The rest of Hawaii was expected to get less rain,

though parts of east Maui could receive up to 4 inch-
es.

Rain is not just a number in a forecast. When the
ground is saturated, or already full of water, new rain
has fewer places to go. That can lead to flooding, es-
pecially in low places, and mudslides, which happen
when wet soil and rocks slide downhill. The storm
could also cause dangerous rip currents, which are
fast channels of water that pull away from shore and
can surprise swimmers.

There were no coastal watches or warnings in effect
early Saturday morning. A watch or warning is an offi-
cial alert that tells people a hazard may happen or is
happening soon. Even without one, officials urged
people to follow the storm’s progress. Hawaii Gov.
Josh Green and other state officials told people to
prepare by restocking food, medicine, and other es-
sentials.

For someone in middle school, this story connects to
earth science and geography in a direct way. Storms
follow paths shaped by wind, warm ocean water, and
land. Islands can have very different weather on dif-
ferent sides because mountains force air upward,
which can cool the air and make rain fall. A forecast
also shows how science is used when people need to
make decisions before all the facts are certain.

Moke was expected to be less damaging than Lala,
but that does not mean it is harmless. A smaller storm
can still cause trouble when it hits a place that has al-
ready been weakened. Roads, power lines, hillsides,
and homes may not be ready for another round of
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rain. That is why emergency planning often depends
not only on how strong a storm is, but also on what
happened before it arrived.

The situation in Hawaii is also a reminder that weath-
er news is local. A storm may be far from one island

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.

and still affect another. One side of an island may
flood while another gets much less rain. Reading a
forecast carefully means asking where the stormis,
where it is going, how fast it is moving, and what con-
ditions already exist on the ground.

THINK IT THROUGH

1. When officials warn people about a storm that may be less severe than the last one, how should they
balance avoiding panic with making sure people prepare?

people ignore warnings if nothing serious happens.

A strong answer: A strong answer should weigh uncertainty, recent damage from Lala, public trust, and the risk that

2. What information would help a family or school on the Big Island decide whether normal plans should

continue during Moke?

A strong answer: A strong answer should consider local rainfall, road conditions, power outages, slope or flood risk,
supplies, and how conditions can differ across one island.
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Swift water paths that may pull swimmers 2 Related to warm areas near Earth's middle
from shore 3 Water spread over normally dry land
5  Science-based prediction of coming 4 Downbhill rush of wet soil, rocks, and dirt
conditions
6 Filled with all the water ground can hold
8 Powerful spinning storm with fierce winds and
heavy rain 7  Steady over a measured time, not a brief
burst
9  Strong base supporting a building
10 Facing direction from which air is blowing
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Swift water paths that may pull swimmers 2 Related to warm areas near Earth's middle
from shore 3 Water spread over normally dry land
5  Science-based prediction of coming 4 Downbhill rush of wet soil, rocks, and dirt
conditions
6 Filled with all the water ground can hold
8 Powerful spinning storm with fierce winds and
heavy rain 7  Steady over a measured time, not a brief
burst
9  Strong base supporting a building
10 Facing direction from which air is blowing
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHour

“Tropical Storm Moke advances toward Hawaii as winds strengthen”

Published Saturday, August 22, 2026
Read by us on Saturday, August 22, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/tropical-storm-moke-advances-toward-hawaii-as-winds-strengthen

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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