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A 1,000-year-old burial in Russia gives archaeologists new clues about animals, travel,
and power in the Middle Ages.

An archaeological dig shows a partly uncovered wooden tomb and small objects being carefully examined.

AArchaeologists, scientists who study old human places and objects, found a
rare wooden tomb in Suzdal, Russia, this summer. According to Live Sci-

ence, the tomb held the remains of a man, a horse, and a dog. The burial is
about 1,000 years old.

The tomb was in a medieval cemetery at Gnezdilovo, an archaeological site
near Suzdal. Medieval means from the Middle Ages, long after ancient Rome
and before modern times. The find was unexpected. The wooden chamber was
about 3.3 feet underground. It was roughly the size of a small bedroom corner,
about 10 by 9 feet.

The wooden roof had fallen in over time. Still, the chamber was well preserved.
That means enough of it stayed safe for scientists to study. The man was about
25 to 35 years old when he died. Archaeologists also found an iron knife, stir-
rups, riding gear, a bone comb, and a battle ax. A silver brooch, which is a pin
for clothing, was near his neck.

These objects tell a story. They suggest the man had high status. High status
means he was important in his community. The horse and riding gear also show
that riding mattered in his life. The dog may show that animals had meaning,
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too. Archaeologists do not only look for treasure. They look for clues about
how people lived.

The team found 15 burials at Suzdal this summer. Some were simple pits in the
ground. Some had mounds of dirt over them. Other burials held rings, neck-
laces, weapons, or riding equipment. Differences like these help archaeologists
compare people in one place.

The tomb matters because of where it was found. Most tombs like this have
been found in large old city centers. This one was found at Suzdal. That may
mean Suzdal was more important 1,000 years ago than experts knew before.

At that time, the area was part of the Kievan Rus’. This was a group of lands
and settlements. Baltic, eastern Slavic, and Norse peoples lived there. Some
noble families used burial customs that came from Scandinavia, in northern Eu-
rope. A custom is a way people often do something.

For a class today, the find is like opening a time capsule. It was not made for us,
but it still sends clues forward. Each object helps scientists ask better ques-
tions about life long ago.

Written from reporting by Live Science.
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THI NK  I T  T H RTHI NK  I T  T H RO UGHOUGH

1.1. Which objects frWhich objects from the tom the tomb seem likomb seem like the stre the strongongest clues about this perest clues about this person’sson’s
liflife, and whe, and why?y?

2.2. Should arShould archaeologists study burials echaeologists study burials evven though theen though they wery were pere personal places fsonal places foror
families long agfamilies long agoo? De? Deffend yend your view.our view.

3.3. If a futurIf a future are archaeologist fchaeologist found yound your classrour classroom, what objects mighoom, what objects might confuset confuse
them, and what mighthem, and what might thet they learn corry learn correctly?ectly?
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ACROSS

11 Stone place where a dead person is laid
to rest

66 From Europe’s time between ancient
Rome and modern days

77 Land where dead people are placed in
graves

DOWN

22 Putting a dead person or animal into the
ground

33 Room inside a larger building

44 Decorative pin worn on clothing

55 Metal foot loops hanging from a saddle
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WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

LivLive Sciencee Science
“Archaeologists unearth a medieval nobleman buried with his horse and dog in a rare wooden tomb in
Russia”

Saturday, August 22, 2026

Saturday, August 22, 2026

https://www.livescience.com/archaeology/archaeologists-unearth-a-medieval-nobleman-buried-with-his-horse-and-dog-in-a-r
are-wooden-tomb-in-russia

W HAW HAT  I S  I N  T H IS  PT  I S  I N  T H IS  PAACK ETCK ET

The article and its discussion questions, a word search, and a crossword.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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