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A new federal policy aims to make room for many more rocket launches, raising
questions about speed, safety, land use, and public oversight.

A rocket stands on a coastal launch pad near wetlands while an airplane passes high above.

PPresident Donald Trump signed a new national
space transportation policy Thursday that calls

for expanding the United States’ ability to launch
rockets and bring spacecraft back to Earth, ac-
cording to reporting by Ars Technica. The policy
says the country should be ready to handle more
than 1,000 launches and reentries per year by
2030. A reentry is the return of a spacecraft, cap-
sule, or rocket stage from space into Earth’s at-
mosphere.

The policy replaces one signed in 2013 by Presi-
dent Barack Obama. Both policies support com-
mercial spaceflight, meaning launches run by pri-
vate companies rather than only by government
agencies. But the scale has changed dramatically.
Ars Technica reports that there were 176 orbital
launch attempts from U.S. soil last year, nearly 10
times the number in 2013. An orbital launch is a
launch meant to place something, such as a satel-
lite, into a path around Earth. SpaceX accounted
for most of those launches, with 165 Falcon 9 or-
bital launches, plus five suborbital test flights of its
much larger Starship rocket. Suborbital means the
vehicle reaches space or near-space but does not
complete an orbit around Earth.

The new policy is built around a simple pressure
point: more people want to use space, and the cur-
rent system may not have enough room. The ex-
pected demand comes from both business and the
military. The article lists communications services,
overhead surveillance, space-based targeting, and
orbital data centers as reasons launch traffic could
grow. Overhead surveillance means using satellites
to observe Earth from above. Space-based target-
ing refers to using space systems to help locate or
track objects for military purposes. Orbital data
centers are a still-developing idea: computer facili-
ties placed in orbit instead of on the ground.

A spaceport is a launch and landing site for rockets
and spacecraft, much like an airport is a takeoff
and landing site for aircraft. The major federal
spaceports now include Cape Canaveral Space
Force Station and NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in
Florida, Vandenberg Space Force Base in Califor-
nia, and NASA’s Wallops Flight Facility in Virginia.
Only the Florida and California sites are now
equipped for heavy-lift launches, which use large
rockets capable of carrying especially heavy pay-
loads into space.

The policy tells the Pentagon and NASA to coordi-
nate infrastructure investments at federal launch
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and reentry ranges. A range is the controlled area
used for launches, tracking, safety systems, and re-
covery operations. It also supports more efficient
scheduling at federal spaceports and calls for
range schedules to be published regularly. That
would be a change from the current practice, in
which many launch schedules are not public until
days or weeks before launch.

The government also plans to look for locations for
additional launch facilities in the United States. One
part of the policy directs the Department of the In-
terior to identify federal lands that could serve as
an additional federal land reentry site. Federal
lands are areas owned or managed by the national
government. Last month, the Interior Department’s
Bureau of Ocean Energy Management also asked
for public comment on whether submerged lands
and abandoned offshore oil rigs could be used for
sea-based launches and reentry operations.

The case for expansion is not only commercial. The
policy appears to match the direction of a recent
Pentagon study, described in a House Armed Ser-
vices Committee hearing, that found the United
States may need a third heavy-lift launch site. Air
Force Secretary Troy Meink said in May that the
country likely needs another site for heavy and su-
per-heavy launches both for capacity and for re-
siliency. In this context, resiliency means not rely-
ing too heavily on only one or two places that
could be disrupted by weather, accidents, conflict,
or overcrowding.

That is the strongest argument for the policy: if
rockets are becoming part of everyday communi-
cation, military planning, science, and industry,
then bottlenecks at a few launch sites could be-

come a national weakness. A delayed launch might
mean a delayed satellite, a delayed mission, or less
flexibility in an emergency. The policy also calls for
more responsive launch operations, including the
ability to send high-priority payloads into orbit
within 48 hours of need, possibly from temporary
or expeditionary locations away from traditional
launch ranges.

The trade-off is that speed and capacity are not the
only public values involved. More launches can af-
fect air traffic because aircraft may need to avoid
launch corridors, which are protected paths
through the sky. More spaceports can also raise
questions about land use, environmental review,
noise, public access, coastal waters, and who ben-
efits from public infrastructure. The article notes
that the government is already pursuing faster per-
mitting and environmental reviews, as well as
more access for commercial users at federal
ranges and user fees for companies operating from
NASA or military spaceports.

That creates the central tension. The administra-
tion wants a launch system that can grow quickly
enough to match commercial and military demand.
But the faster the system grows, the more impor-
tant it becomes to decide who gets priority, how
much private companies should pay for public fa-
cilities, how transparent scheduling should be, and
how carefully new sites should be reviewed before
they are built. The policy answers one question
clearly: the United States wants more room for
spaceflight. It leaves many of the hardest choices
to the agencies, communities, companies, and reg-
ulators that will have to make that room real.

Written from reporting by Ars Technica.

High school · Saturday, August 22, 2026 · © 2026 3andB Inc.

2/6



THI NK  I T  T H RTHI NK  I T  T H RO UGHOUGH

1.1. If the UnitIf the United Sed Stattates needs mores needs more launch capacitye launch capacity, what should matt, what should matter most when choosing newer most when choosing new
spaceport or rspaceport or reentry siteentry sites: national securityes: national security, economic gr, economic groowth, enwth, envirvironmental ronmental reeviewview, local impact,, local impact,
or speed?or speed?

2.2. Should privShould privatate space companies ge space companies geet et expanded access txpanded access to fo federederal launch facilities if demand kal launch facilities if demand keepseeps
rising, or should grising, or should goovvernment missions rernment missions receiveceive clear priority?e clear priority?

3.3. The policy calls fThe policy calls for fastor faster permitting and ener permitting and envirvironmental ronmental reeviews. When, if eviews. When, if evverer, is it justified t, is it justified too
speed up rspeed up reeview prview processes focesses for major infror major infrastructurastructuree??
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ACROSS

22 Describing a mission that places an
object on a path around Earth

55 Rocket launch and landing site

77 Government approval process for a
project or activity

88 Equipment, cargo, or people carried by a
rocket

99 Ability to keep working or recover after a
disruption

DOWN

11 Use of systems to locate or track objects
for military purposes

33 Return of a craft from outer space into
Earth’s air

44 Protected sky paths aircraft may need to
avoid during rocket flights

55 Object sent aloft to circle Earth for
communication or observation

66 Amount of activity or traffic a system can
handle
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WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

ArArs Ts Technicaechnica
“Trump's space transportation policy calls for new spaceport on federal land”

Friday, August 21, 2026

Saturday, August 22, 2026

https://arstechnica.com/space/2026/08/trump-admin-calls-for-more-spaceports-to-handle-surge-in-launches/
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The article and its discussion questions, a word search, and a crossword.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com
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