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A New Space TA New Space Telescope Geelescope Gets Rts Ready feady for Launchor Launch
NASA’s Roman telescope is set to ride a rocket from Florida and study huge parts of
the sky.

A rocket stands ready at sunrise while a space telescope appears above it in the sky.

NNASA says it is getting ready to launch the Nancy Grace Roman Space Tele-
scope from Florida. The launch is planned for no earlier than Sunday

morning, Aug. 30. A SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket is set to carry it from Kennedy
Space Center.

If you were nearby, the morning would feel like waiting for a giant science pro-
ject to begin. People would watch clocks, weather, and rocket systems. Online
viewers would hear countdown words and see the rocket on the pad before
liftoff.

Roman is a space telescope. That means it works above Earth’s air. Air can blur
and block some light. From space, Roman can get a clearer view of faraway ob-
jects.

According to NASA, Roman will use infrared vision. Infrared light is a kind of
light people cannot see with their eyes. It can help telescopes study things that
are very far away, very cool, or hidden by dust.

Roman will also see a very wide patch of sky at one time. NASA says its view
will be at least 100 times larger than Hubble’s view. Hubble is another NASA
space telescope. Think of one sharp photo of a whole playground, not one
swing set.
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That wide view matters. Roman is made to survey, or carefully scan, huge parts
of the sky. Scientists plan to use it to study billions of galaxies. A galaxy is a
huge group of stars, gas, dust, and planets.

The telescope will also help study dark energy and dark matter. Dark energy is
a mystery linked to why the universe is spreading out faster. Dark matter is un-
seen stuff scientists think helps hold galaxies together.

Roman may also find and study exoplanets. An exoplanet is a planet that cir-
cles a star outside our solar system. Finding more of them helps scientists
learn what kinds of planets exist.

After launch, Roman is planned to travel about one million miles from Earth. Its
home will be near a place called L2. There, the pull of the sun and Earth helps
a spacecraft stay in a steady area.

NASA says Roman’s main mission is planned for five years. The goal is to keep it
working for 10 years. Its science data will be shared with the public after pro-
cessing. That means scientists will prepare the information before others use it.

A launch is only the first step. If Roman reaches its place and starts work, it
could help people ask bigger questions with better pictures.

Written from reporting by NASA.
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THI NK  I T  T H RTHI NK  I T  T H RO UGHOUGH

1.1. RRoman can see a much wider part ooman can see a much wider part of the sky than Hubble. When mighf the sky than Hubble. When might a widet a wide
view be morview be more usee useful than a close-up view?ful than a close-up view?

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should compare different scientific goals, such as surveying many objects versus
studying one object in detail.

2.2. NASA plans tNASA plans to sharo share Re Roman’s science data aftoman’s science data after it is prer it is processed. What arocessed. What are thee the
benebenefits and possible challengfits and possible challenges oes of sharing it widely?f sharing it widely?

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should weigh open discovery and fairness against the need to check, organize, and
understand complex data.

3.3. If RIf Roman could foman could focus firocus first on gst on galaxies, dark eneralaxies, dark energygy, or e, or exxoplaneoplanets, which wouldts, which would
yyou choose and whou choose and why?y?

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should defend a choice by explaining what people might learn and why that
question matters.
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A New Space TA New Space Telescope Geelescope Gets Rts Ready feady for Launchor Launch

ENERGY GALAXY INFRARED LAUNCH ROCKET SURVEY
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A New Space TA New Space Telescope Geelescope Gets Rts Ready feady for Launchor Launch

ACROSS

11 Power that can make things change or
move faster

66 Carefully scan a wide area to collect
facts

77 Powerful engine-driven vehicle for travel
beyond Earth

DOWN

22 Huge space group of stars, gas, and dust
held together

33 Invisible kind of light found with special
tools

44 All of space and everything in it

55 Moment a spacecraft lifts off for a trip
beyond Earth
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ENERGY GALAXY INFRARED LAUNCH ROCKET SURVEY
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A New Space TA New Space Telescope Geelescope Gets Rts Ready feady for Launchor Launch
— answer key

ACROSS

11 Power that can make things change or
move faster

66 Carefully scan a wide area to collect
facts

77 Powerful engine-driven vehicle for travel
beyond Earth

DOWN

22 Huge space group of stars, gas, and dust
held together

33 Invisible kind of light found with special
tools

44 All of space and everything in it

55 Moment a spacecraft lifts off for a trip
beyond Earth
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WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

NASANASA
“NASA Sets Coverage for Roman Space Telescope Launch from Florida”

Monday, August 24, 2026

Tuesday, August 25, 2026

https://www.nasa.gov/news-release/nasa-sets-coverage-for-roman-space-telescope-launch-from-florida/

W HAW HAT  I S  I N  T H IS  PT  I S  I N  T H IS  PAACK ETCK ET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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