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A Lake Gets Two Names on Google Maps

U.S. users now see Lake America, while Canadian users still see Lake Ontario.

A tablet on a desk shows an unlabeled lake divided by a border line with two blank location pins.

G oogle has changed what many people in the
United States see when they search for
Lake Ontario. For U.S. users, Google Maps now
shows the lake as Lake America, according to re-
porting by PBS NewsHour. In Canada, Google
says users will still see Lake Ontario. People out-
side the two countries will see both names.

The change follows an order from President Don-
ald Trump on Thursday that renamed the lake in
U.S. government records. Google said it used the
name listed in the U.S. Geographic Names Infor-
mation System, or GNIS. GNIS is a federal data-
base that keeps official U.S. names for places
such as rivers, mountains, and lakes. When that
database changes, map companies may decide
to match it.

This is not only about one label on one app.
Maps are tools people use to get around, but
they also teach us what places are called and
who has power to name them. In social studies,
maps can look final and factual, like a ruler or a
calculator. But many maps are also choices. A
border, a spelling, or a place name can show his-
tory, politics, and disagreements between coun-
tries.

Lake Ontario touches both the United States and
Canada. The name Ontario is also the name of a
Canadian province, which is one reason the
change quickly became a Canadian issue too.
PBS reported that the U.S. order came during a
growing trade war with Canada. A trade war is a
fight over buying and selling between countries,
often using tariffs. Tariffs are taxes on goods that
cross a border. The article says both countries
have added billions of dollars in tariffs on each
other’s goods.

Google said its approach is to show different
names in different countries when governments
use different official names for the same body of
water. A body of water is a large water feature,
such as a lake, gulf, or ocean area. The company
did something similar in 2025 after Trump or-
dered the Gulf of Mexico renamed the Gulf of
America in U.S. records. For people using Google
Maps, this means the same place may appear
with different names depending on where they
open the app.

The reaction in Canada was not quiet. Doug

Ford, the premier of Ontario, answered with a gi-
ant sign on the Canadian shore saying the lake’s
older name would stay. A premier is the head of
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a provincial government in Canada, similar to a
governor in a U.S. state. PBS said Trump’s order
was met with mockery and indifference in both
countries, meaning some people made fun of it
while others acted as if it did not matter much.

For someone in middle school, this story matters
because maps are part of everyday learning and
everyday life. A class may use Google Maps for a
geography project. A family may use it on a trip.
A phone screen can make a name feel official,
even when people across a border, or across a
classroom, disagree. If two classmates see two

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.

different names for the same lake, both may be
looking at a real map made by the same compa-

ny.

The larger question is not whether one app can
change a lake. The water did not move. The
shoreline did not change. But names carry mem-
ory and power. They can honor a language, claim
a place, or send a political message. This story
shows that a map is not just a picture of the
world. It is also a record of decisions made by
governments, companies, and communities.

THINK IT THROUGH

1. When a place has different official names in different countries, should a map app show the
local government’s name, one shared name, or both? Defend your choice.

A strong answer: A strong answer should weigh accuracy, user location, international disagreement, and the power a

private company has over public knowledge.

2. How can a map be both a useful tool and a political message at the same time?

A strong answer: A strong answer should explain that maps show real geography but also include human choices

about borders, labels, language, and importance.

3. What information would help you judge whether renaming a shared place is fair or unfair?

A strong answer: A strong answer should ask about history, who uses the name, who was consulted, legal authority,

and effects on people on both sides of the border.
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10

ACROSS DOWN

4  Taxes on goods moving between 1 Organized store of information for finding
countries and using

6 Study of Earth’s places, people, and 2 Line separating countries, states, or
environments regions

9 People and systems that make and Approved or recognized by an authority
enforce a country’s rules Edge where water meets land

10 Activities. and ideas “’_'bOUt !a?wer, 7 People connected by place, interest, or
leadership, and public decisions shared identity

8 Large Canadian region with its own local

government
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ACROSS DOWN
4  Taxes on goods moving between 1 Organized store of information for finding
countries and using
6 Study of Earth’s places, people, and 2 Line separating countries, states, or
environments regions
9 People and systems that make and Approved or recognized by an authority
enforce a country’s rules Edge where water meets land
10 'fe(;t;\g:i;si and ideas “’_'bOUt P?wer, People connected by place, interest, or
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8 Large Canadian region with its own local
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHour
“Lake Ontario now called Lake America on Google Maps for U.S. users after Trump ordered name

change”

Published Sunday, August 30, 2026
Read by us on Monday, August 31, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/lake-ontario-now-called-lake-america-on-google-maps-for-u-s-users-after-trump-order
ed-name-change

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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