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A 900-YA 900-Year Tear Trip frip for the Baor the Bayyeux Teux Tapestryapestry
A giant stitched story from 1066 is visiting London, linking art, history, and two
countries.

A long embroidered tapestry is displayed behind glass in a museum gallery as visitors look at it.

AAccording to BBC Newsround, King Charles visited the Bayeux Tapestry be-
fore it opens at the British Museum in London next week. The Bayeux Ta-

pestry is not a blanket for a bed. It is a nearly 70-meter-long embroidery, which
is a picture made with stitches. It has not been shown in the UK for more than
900 years.

The tapestry usually lives at the Bayeux Museum in Normandy, a region in
northern France. France has loaned it to the British Museum until July. A loan
means the museum can show it, but must send it back. For people in London,
seeing it may feel like seeing a very old, famous book come home for a visit.

The long cloth tells a story from the year 1066. That was when William, Duke of
Normandy, invaded Britain. Invaded means he brought an army to take control.
His army fought Harold Godwinson at the Battle of Hastings. After that battle,
William became king of England. He is often called William the Conqueror.

The tapestry shows the lead-up to those events. It includes ships, meetings,
kings, a comet, and many choices with big results. Imagine walking beside it in a
museum. The pictures would keep going and going. Instead of turning pages, a
visitor follows the story step by step along the wall.

King Charles called the tapestry a symbol of closeness between the UK and
France. That matters because the cloth is about a time when people from Nor-
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mandy changed England forever. Today, the same object is being shared be-
tween the two countries. One old artwork can hold a hard history and a friend-
ly visit at the same time.

Historians, who study the past, think the tapestry was probably made in Eng-
land. BBC Newsround says English women may have helped make it. Their
needlework, or skill with stitching, was admired across Europe then. That detail
changes how the artwork feels. It is not only about kings and armies. It may al-
so be about careful hands doing difficult work.

For a class, the tapestry is a reminder that history can be more than dates. It
can be cloth, color, thread, and pictures. It can travel. It can also ask new ques-
tions each time people look at it. Who made it? Which side does it favor? What
part of the story is missing?

Written from reporting by BBC Newsround.

THI NK  I T  T H RTHI NK  I T  T H RO UGHOUGH

1.1. Should famous old objects trShould famous old objects traavvel tel to oo other museums, or stather museums, or stay whery where thee they ary aree
usually kusually kept? Deept? Deffend yend your choice.our choice.

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer weighs sharing history with more people against protecting fragile objects and
respecting the lending museum.

2.2. HoHow can one artwork be about a battle long agw can one artwork be about a battle long ago and also be used as a sign oo and also be used as a sign off
friendship tfriendship todaoday?y?

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer explains that objects can carry more than one meaning, depending on time, place,
and who is looking.

3.3. If yIf you could add one new scene tou could add one new scene to the tapestry fro the tapestry from an orom an ordinary perdinary person's pointson's point
oof viewf view, what would it sho, what would it show and whw and why?y?

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer considers whose voices are missing from history, such as makers, families, sailors,
or workers.
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A 900-YA 900-Year Tear Trip frip for the Baor the Bayyeux Teux Tapestryapestry
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A 900-YA 900-Year Tear Trip frip for the Baor the Bayyeux Teux Tapestryapestry

ACROSS

11 Bright space object that may have a
glowing tail

66 Entered a place with soldiers to take
control

77 Tiny thread loops that join fabric or
make pictures

DOWN

22 Long wall artwork with yarn pictures that
tell a story

33 Learning about people and events from
long ago

44 Fight between large groups of soldiers

55 Building where visitors see important art,
science, and old objects
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A 900-YA 900-Year Tear Trip frip for the Baor the Bayyeux Teux Tapestryapestry — answer key

BATTLE COMET HISTORY INVADED MUSEUM STITCHES
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A 900-YA 900-Year Tear Trip frip for the Baor the Bayyeux Teux Tapestryapestry — answer key

ACROSS

11 Bright space object that may have a
glowing tail

66 Entered a place with soldiers to take
control

77 Tiny thread loops that join fabric or
make pictures

DOWN

22 Long wall artwork with yarn pictures that
tell a story

33 Learning about people and events from
long ago

44 Fight between large groups of soldiers

55 Building where visitors see important art,
science, and old objects
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WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

BBC NewsrBBC Newsroundound
“King Charles visits the Bayeux Tapestry ahead of new exhibition”

Thursday, September 3, 2026

Thursday, September 3, 2026

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/articles/cdx5q15l2l1o?at_medium=RSS&at_campaign=rss

W HAW HAT  I S  I N  T H IS  PT  I S  I N  T H IS  PAACK ETCK ET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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