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Cargo Jet Overrun Puts Aviation Safety Work

Under Review

Investigators are examining a Miami runway overrun that raises questions about
landing decisions, aircraft systems, and airport design.

A cargo airplane is shown near the end of a runway with tire marks leading toward grass beyond the pavement.

ABoeing 767 cargo jet operating as an Amazon
cargo aircraft overran a runway at Miami Inter-
national Airport after landing, struck two vehicles,
and killed five people, according to reporting by
PBS NewsHour. The flight had come from Puerto Ri-
co. Federal investigators are now trying to deter-
mine why the airplane touched down so far down
the runway and why it left the paved surface at
high speed.

The basic event is clear, but the cause is not. Video
posted on social media showed the aircraft still in
the air far down the runway before touchdown. PBS
aviation correspondent Miles O’Brien said the land-
ing appeared to involve an unstabilized approach,
which means the airplane was not lined up with the
correct speed, descent path, and configuration
early enough for a normal landing. In aviation work,
that matters because a safe landing is not just
about reaching the runway; it is about arriving at
the right place, at the right speed, with the aircraft
ready to stop.

O’Brien described gusty wind, a tailwind, and a
crosswind as factors investigators will study. A tail-
wind blows from behind the aircraft and increases
its speed over the ground, even if the airplane’s air-
speed indicator shows something different. A
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crosswind blows from the side and can push one
wing or landing gear differently than the other. He
also said the aircraft was above the glide slope, the
imaginary slanted path that guides a plane down to
the runway, and then appeared to descend steeply
to try to get back on that path.

Those details point to the kind of judgment that avi-
ation jobs require. A flight crew can continue a
landing only if the approach is stable enough to be
completed safely. If not, the crew can perform a
go-around, which is a planned maneuver in which
the pilots add power, climb away, and circle back
for another attempt. A go-around is not a failure; it
is a safety tool. The hard part is deciding in real
time when correcting a bad approach has become
riskier than abandoning it.

O’Brien said the aircraft appeared to land at about
185 miles per hour, much faster than expected,
and about halfway down a 9,000-foot runway. He
also said the left landing gear did not fully settle
onto the concrete. That detail is important because
modern aircraft use weight-on-wheels signals,
which tell onboard systems that the airplane is on
the ground. Without the wheels firmly down, the
crew may not be able to deploy reverse thrust,
which redirects engine force to help slow the air-
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craft, or spoilers, which are panels on the wings
that pop up to kill lift and put more weight on the
wheels for braking.

The airport itself will also be part of the safety re-
view. At the end of the runway, Miami had about
1,000 feet of runway safety area, which PBS report-
ed is what the Federal Aviation Administration re-
quires for runways used by large aircraft. The FAA
is the federal agency that regulates civil aviation in
the United States. A runway safety area is meant to
give an aircraft extra room if it overruns the pave-
ment. In this case, the plane crossed grass, went
through a fence, and struck a van and an SUV.

Investigators and airport engineers may also look
at EMAS, short for engineered material arresting
system. EMAS is a bed of crushable concrete-like
material placed beyond some runways; when an
aircraft rolls into it, the wheels sink in and the ma-
terial helps slow the plane, somewhat like deep
gravel or quicksand. PBS reported that Miami did
not have EMAS at this runway because the airport
had the required 1,000-foot safety area. O’Brien
said EMAS is designed for aircraft entering at about
80 miles per hour, while this jet left the runway
area at about 130 miles per hour, so investigators
cannot assume it would have stopped this acci-

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.

dent. It might still become part of a larger discus-
sion about extra layers of protection.

The National Transportation Safety Board, the fed-
eral agency that investigates transportation acci-
dents and recommends safety improvements, will
examine the wreckage, runway marks, weather,
crew decisions, and aircraft data. The cockpit voice
recorder captures sounds and conversation in the
cockpit, while the flight data recorder stores tech-
nical information such as speeds, control inputs,
and system status. Those records should make the
timeline more precise than video alone can.

For people headed into aviation, transportation,
diesel and heavy equipment, electronics, machin-
ing, construction, or emergency operations, the
case shows how many trades meet on one runway.
Pilots make go/no-go decisions. Aircraft mainte-
nance technicians keep landing gear, brakes, sen-
sors, and reverser systems reliable. Airport opera-
tions workers inspect pavement, markings, fencing,
and safety areas. Engineers decide what systems
to install and where. Investigators read physical ev-
idence and data without jumping to a conclusion.
Being hired into that world is not only about know-
ing tools or terminology; it is about proving that,
under pressure, procedures and evidence still
come first.
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THINK IT THROUGH

1. When should aviation professionals be expected to stop a task and reset, even if continuing seems
faster or more convenient?

A strong answer: A strong answer should weigh schedule pressure, safety margins, professional authority, and the
difference between a mistake and a disciplined reset.

2. Should airports add systems like EMAS even when they already meet federal runway safety
requirements?

A strong answer: A strong answer should consider cost, space, probability of rare events, severity of consequences,
and whether minimum compliance is enough.

3. What kinds of evidence should investigators trust most in a case like this, and what evidence might
be misleading if used alone?

A strong answer: A strong answer should compare video, witness impressions, physical marks, weather data, cockpit
audio, and flight data while noting the limits of each.
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Cargo Jet Overrun Puts Aviation Safety Work Under

Review
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Cargo Jet Overrun Puts Aviation Safety Work Under

Review
1
2
3 4 5
6
7
8
9
10
ACROSS DOWN
3 Planned path and preparation before 1 Aborted landing in which pilots add
landing power and climb to try again
7 Imaginary slanted path guiding an 2 Rising wing panels that reduce lift and
aircraft to its landing point add weight to the wheels
9  Airflow from behind that boosts speed 4  Sideways airflow that can push an
over the ground aircraft off course
10 Downward movement from altitude 5 Controlled aircraft movement for a
toward the ground specific purpose

Instant wheels first meet the ground

8 Paved strip for aircraft departures and
arrivals
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Cargo Jet Overrun Puts Aviation Safety Work Under

Review — answer key
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Cargo Jet Overrun Puts Aviation Safety Work Under
Review — answer key
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ACROSS DOWN
3 Planned path and preparation before 1 Aborted landing in which pilots add
landing power and climb to try again
7 Imaginary slanted path guiding an 2 Rising wing panels that reduce lift and
aircraft to its landing point add weight to the wheels
9  Airflow from behind that boosts speed 4  Sideways airflow that can push an
over the ground aircraft off course
10 Downward movement from altitude 5 Controlled aircraft movement for a

toward the ground

specific purpose
Instant wheels first meet the ground

Paved strip for aircraft departures and
arrivals
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHour

“What went wrong before an Amazon cargo jet barreled off the runway in Miami”

Published Monday, September 7, 2026
Read by us on Tuesday, September 8, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/what-went-wrong-before-an-amazon-cargo-jet-barreled-off-the-runway-in-miami

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com
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