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Seattle’s Coyotes Show How Wildlife Work Is

Changing

A new study found far more coyotes in the city than in wild areas, raising practical
questions for field crews and city staff.

)

R esearchers reported Sept. 10 that coyote den-
sity in Seattle is nine times higher than in more
natural parts of Washington, according to reporting
by Phys.org on a University of Washington study.
Density means how many animals are living in a giv-
en area. The study matters because it shows that
wildlife work is no longer only about forests,
farms, and remote public land. Some of the most
important fieldwork now happens in city parks, al-
leys, greenbelts, and neighborhoods where people,
pets, traffic, trash, rabbits, and predators all share
space.

The researchers studied coyote scat, which is ani-
mal droppings, collected in Seattle and in wild
study areas near Winthrop and Chewelah. They an-
alyzed 842 scat samples and identified 213 coy-
otes. By looking at how often samples came from
the same animal, they estimated how many coyotes
were using the different places. That is practical
field science: crews have to find samples, avoid
contaminating them, record where they came from,
keep them organized, and turn messy outdoor evi-
dence into usable data. It is not glamorous work,
but it is the kind of work that makes wildlife deci-
sions more than guesswork.

A coyote stands in an urban park at dawn near rabbits, with city buildings and field research tools nearby.

For a CTE class, the job angle is clear. This kind of
project can involve wildlife biologists, field techni-
cians, lab staff, geographic information system
workers, and city or county employees who deal
with parks, animal services, and public communica-
tion. A geographic information system, or GIS, is
software used to connect data to places on a map.
In this study, researchers compared coyote density
with information about pollution, tree cover, build-
ings and roads, human population density, and in-
come level. That means the work combines boots-
on-the-ground sampling with computer-based spa-
tial analysis.

The finding also changes how the public may think
about city wildlife. Coyotes are often described as
animals that avoid people, and the study still says
they are wary of humans. But cities can give coy-
otes strong advantages. Food is easier to find, and
the larger predators that kill coyotes in wild areas,
such as wolves and mountain lions, are mostly ab-
sent. In a city, coyotes can function more like apex
predators, meaning predators near the top of the
local food chain. The source says the main regular
dangers for urban coyotes are cars and disease.

The study found that Seattle coyotes had more
than twice as diverse a diet as wild coyotes, though
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berries and rabbits were important for both. That
matters for urban ecology, which is the study of
how living things interact in a city environment.
Seattle has had many rabbits in recent decades,
and the article says that may have helped attract
coyotes. This is the kind of connection a wildlife
worker has to understand before recommending
action. Removing one animal, changing landscap-
ing, leaving pet food outside, or altering trash pick-
up can affect other animals in the same system.

The study also shows why wildlife management is

partly a technical job and partly a public-facing job.

Residents may worry about coyotes preying on
pets or acting territorial, which means defending a
space against other animals or perceived threats.
At the same time, coyotes help control rabbits,
which can damage gardens and young plants. A
city employee or wildlife technician may need to
explain risk without exaggerating it, collect reports
without treating every report as proof of a trend,
and recommend behavior that reduces conflict.
Anecdotal evidence, meaning informal reports
rather than controlled data, can point to a prob-
lem, but it cannot replace a well-designed survey.

Being hireable for this kind of work means more
than liking animals. Employers need people who

Written from reporting by Phys.org.

can follow a sampling protocol, which is a step-by-
step method that keeps data consistent; work safe-
ly around traffic, waste, weather, and uneven
ground; record locations accurately; use basic
mapping tools; and communicate clearly with the
public. The work may include early mornings, dusk
observations, unpleasant samples, and careful pa-
perwork. It may also require judgment: a coyote
sighting is not automatically an emergency, but a
pattern of bold behavior near homes may require a
response.

The bigger shift is that urban wildlife is becoming
normal, not unusual. Coyotes have colonized, or
established populations in, every major metropoli-
tan area in North America over the past century.
The Seattle study does not say exactly how many
coyotes the city can support, and it notes that long-
term population data is limited. That uncertainty is
part of the job. Good technicians and managers of-
ten work with incomplete information, then im-
prove the information by collecting better data.
The work is about making decisions in a real place
where animals do not stay inside property lines
and people do not all agree on what counts as too
many coyotes.
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THINK IT THROUGH

1. If a city has more coyotes than nearby wildlands, should its first investment be in public education,
animal control response, habitat changes, or more research? Defend one priority.

2. How should wildlife workers balance residents’ concerns about pets with the ecological benefits
coyotes may provide by controlling rabbits?

3. What skills from a CTE pathway would transfer best to an urban wildlife project like this, and what
skills would still need to be learned on the job?
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ACROSS DOWN
1 Concerning locations, distances, and 2  Standard sequence for consistent work
patterns across an area and recordkeeping
3 Animals that hunt and consume other 4 At a local food-chain summit, with few
animals natural enemies
6 Study of relationships among organisms Number of animals per unit area
and surroundings 7 Based on personal reports rather than
8 Planned gathering of materials or controlled evidence
observations for study
9@  Trained worker handling practical field,
lab, or data duties
10 Free-living animals, not pets or livestock
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

Phys.org

“Coyote density is 9 times higher in Seattle than in Washington's wildlands”
Published Thursday, September 10, 2026

Read by us on Thursday, September 10, 2026

https://phys.org/news/2026-09-coyote-density-higher-seattle-washington.html

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article and its discussion questions, a word search, and a crossword.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com
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