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The Supreme Court blocked last-minute Postal Service limits, but the larger fight over
who controls mail voting is not over.

Blank ballot envelopes move through a mail-sorting tray in front of a blurred courthouse.

TThe Supreme Court on Monday rejected Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s request to let new Postal

Service restrictions on mail ballots take effect be-
fore the November midterm elections, according to
reporting by PBS NewsHour and the Associated
Press. The order means states can keep using the
mail-ballot systems they have used for years, even
as voting is already beginning in some places.
Midterm elections are the congressional elections
held halfway through a president’s four-year term,
and this year’s contests will decide control of Con-
gress.

The administration’s plan would have required
states to use a uniform envelope style for mail bal-
lots and to submit lists of voters eligible to vote by
mail into an online portal. If a state did not meet
the requirements, the Postal Service could refuse
to deliver those ballots. The practical effect would
have been large: PBS reported that mail ballots
have accounted for nearly a third of votes cast,
and some states depend on them far more than
others. Washington and Oregon, for example, con-
duct elections almost entirely by mail.

The timing was central to the case. Alabama, North
Carolina and Wisconsin had already begun sending
mail ballots to voters over the past week while the

new system was not yet active. Election officials
said there was no realistic way to redesign their
procedures in the final weeks before the election.
In Colorado and Washington, state officials said the
ruling allowed election workers to continue using
systems they had already prepared.

The administration argued that the federal govern-
ment has authority over the Postal Service and
therefore can set rules for how election mail is han-
dled. Trump has repeatedly described mail voting
as a threat to election integrity, even though PBS
reported that there is virtually no evidence of fraud
with mail ballots. Supporters of tighter rules can
still point to a real concern: elections need proce-
dures that voters trust, and ballots sent through
the mail do require careful tracking, deadlines and
verification.

Opponents saw the plan differently. Democratic
state officials and voting rights groups argued in
court that the president does not have constitu-
tional authority to impose election rules that could
sharply reduce mail voting right before a national
election. They warned that a late change could
leave voters confused, states unprepared and bal-
lots undelivered for technical reasons unrelated to
whether a voter was eligible.
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Lower courts blocked the plan before it reached
the Supreme Court. One of those rulings was a pre-
liminary injunction, which is a temporary court or-
der that pauses a policy while a lawsuit continues.
The Supreme Court’s order kept that block in
place. The majority did not explain its reasoning,
which PBS noted is typical on the court’s emer-
gency docket, the fast-moving part of its work
where justices decide urgent requests without the
full process of a regular case.

Two justices, Samuel Alito and Clarence Thomas,
publicly dissented. Alito wrote that the Postal Ser-
vice likely does have broad power to regulate the
mail. Justice Brett Kavanaugh agreed that the re-
strictions should not apply to the midterms, but he
also suggested the administration might have a
stronger argument if the case returns later. That
detail matters because the ruling is not the same as
a final decision that the policy is unconstitutional. It
is a decision about what should happen now, with
an election already underway.

The case also turned on the difference between a
rule that is orderly in theory and workable in prac-
tice. A whistleblower report cited by PBS said the
online portal was not properly built and that a sin-
gle bar-code error could cause an entire batch of

ballots to be rejected. If accurate, that would make
the system less like a security check and more like
a bottleneck, where many valid ballots might never
move through the mail. The administration, howev-
er, argued that compliance was possible and that
the requirements were within federal control of
postal operations.

The trade-off is not as simple as rules versus no
rules. All elections rely on rules, including rules for
who may vote, when ballots must arrive and how
officials confirm that ballots are legitimate. The
harder question is who gets to make those rules,
how much warning states and voters must have,
and what risk is worse: a system with uneven state
procedures, or a last-minute federal overhaul that
could stop lawful ballots from being delivered.

For now, the result is stability. States may continue
sending and receiving mail ballots under existing
procedures for the midterms. But the larger dis-
pute remains open: whether the Postal Service’s
control over mail handling can justify national re-
quirements for ballots, or whether election admin-
istration must remain mainly with states and Con-
gress. The answer could shape future fights over
voting long after this election is over.

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.
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1.1. When election rules arWhen election rules are change changed close ted close to Election Dao Election Dayy, should courts giv, should courts give more more weighe weight tt to theo the
ggoovvernment’s staternment’s stated security ged security goals or toals or to the risk oo the risk of disrupting vf disrupting vootterers and election works and election workererss??

2.2. Should mail vShould mail vooting rules be nationally standarting rules be nationally standardizdized, or should stated, or should states be alloes be allowed twed to run diffo run differerentent
ssyyststems if those sems if those syyststems fit local needsems fit local needs??

3.3. What eWhat evidence would be most important fvidence would be most important for judging wheor judging whether rther restrictions likestrictions like these pre these proottectect
elections or mainly crelections or mainly createate barriere barriers ts to vo vooting?ting?
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ACROSS

11 Voter's paper or digital choice form

33 Honesty and trustworthiness in conduct
or systems

66 Official steps for completing a task

99 Paper cover protecting a mailed item

1010 Public opposition to a shared decision or
opinion

DOWN

22 Legal power to decide or enforce rules

44 Citizens' process for choosing public
officials

55 Permitted by rules to participate or
receive benefits

77 Required finish dates or times

88 Related to collecting and delivering mail
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WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHourPBS NewsHour
“Supreme Court rejects Trump mail ballot restrictions ahead of midterms”

Monday, September 14, 2026

Tuesday, September 15, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/supreme-court-rejects-trump-mail-ballot-restrictions-ahead-of-midterms

W HAW HAT  I S  I N  T H IS  PT  I S  I N  T H IS  PAACK ETCK ET

The article and its discussion questions, a word search, and a crossword.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com
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