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WhitWhite House pre House press fighess fight rt raises questions aboutaises questions about
accessaccess
A dispute over which reporters may cover the president became a test of press
freedom and public information.

An empty news camera setup stands outside a government building, suggesting missing press coverage.

TThree news organizations sued the Trump ad-
ministration after they were banned from

White House grounds, according to reporting by
PBS NewsHour. CNN, MS NOW, and Politico said
the White House took away their reporters’ cre-
dentials, which are official passes that allow jour-
nalists to enter and report from certain govern-

ment spaces. The outlets said the action hap-
pened because the administration objected to
their reporting.

The dispute quickly affected how the public saw
the president’s work. CNN had been scheduled
to serve in the rotating White House TV press
pool on Monday. A press pool is a small group of
reporters, photographers, and camera crews
that covers events when there is not enough
room for every news organization. The pool
shares its video, sound, notes, and photos with
many other newsrooms. Instead of replacing
CNN, the TV pool did not send another crew to
cover President Trump’s trip to New York for the
United Nations General Assembly, a meeting
where leaders from many countries gather.

PBS NewsHour reported that, for the first time in
modern White House press coverage, no TV
camera from the pool traveled with the presi-
dent that day. At one event, the White House
used its own camera. But PBS reported that the
setup did not include the usual boom micro-

phone, a long microphone used to pick up clear
sound from a distance. That meant reporters
could not clearly hear what the president was
saying at the event.

The three news organizations are asking a court
for a temporary restraining order. That is a
short-term court order that can stop an action
while a judge studies the larger case. They want
their White House access restored. PBS reported
that a remote court hearing was scheduled for
Wednesday.

The case matters because it connects to the
First Amendment, the part of the U.S. Constitu-
tion that protects freedom of speech and free-
dom of the press. In social studies, the First
Amendment is often discussed as a limit on gov-
ernment power. The idea is not that reporters
get special treatment because they are famous
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or important. The idea is that the public needs
information about what the government is doing.

The White House says it does not have to wel-
come every reporter or news outlet. Space is
limited, and the president’s schedule can involve
small rooms, airplanes, and secure areas. The
White House also says some coverage is unfair
or false. President Trump repeated Monday that
he feels obligated not to let what he calls fake
news into the White House.

But the news organizations argue that the gov-
ernment cannot punish them for coverage it dis-
likes. That is the central question in the case:
where is the line between managing access and
punishing a point of view? A viewpoint is a per-
son’s or group’s position on an issue. If the gov-
ernment can remove access because it dislikes a
viewpoint, future leaders could use the same

power against different outlets for different rea-
sons.

This also matters outside Washington. Local
newspapers, TV stations, and websites often rely
on pool reports when they cannot send their
own staff to cover the president. If pool cover-
age is limited or replaced by government-pro-
duced video, people may get less independent
information. Independent does not mean perfect
or free from mistakes. It means the information is
gathered by people who are not working for the
government they are covering.

For someone in middle school, this story con-
nects to questions already studied in class: How
should the Constitution limit power? How can
citizens check whether information is reliable?
And when public officials say coverage is unfair,
who should decide what access the press gets?

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.
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THI NK  I T  T H RTHI NK  I T  T H RO UGHOUGH

1.1. Should a gShould a goovvernment be alloernment be allowed twed to ro remoemovve a news ore a news orgganization’s access if it belieanization’s access if it believves thees the
cocovvereragage is unfair? Dee is unfair? Deffend yend your answer and eour answer and explain what limits, if anxplain what limits, if anyy, should apply., should apply.

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should weigh fairness and security concerns against the danger of government
punishment for unwanted coverage.

2.2. If the public can still see gIf the public can still see goovvernment-prernment-produced video, whoduced video, why mighy might independent prt independent press coess covvereragagee
still mattstill matter?er?

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should compare information controlled by officials with reporting done by people
outside the government.

3.3. HoHow could the rules fw could the rules for a pror a press pool be designed tess pool be designed to be fair when space is limito be fair when space is limited and noed and nott
eevvery rery reporteporter can atter can attend?end?

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should propose criteria such as rotation, transparency, safety, and protection from
viewpoint discrimination.
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WhitWhite House pre House press fighess fight rt raises questions about accessaises questions about access

ACCESS AMENDMENT COVERAGE CREDENTIAL

GOVERNMENT INJUNCTION JOURNALIST LAWSUIT

MICROPHONE VIEWPOINT

M T N S E L R C E I J T P T N Z V O

C S T N W G P I T E O J L A T S U R

E R V E C O V E R A G E S E S T A O
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P U O T H M T C C L A E T A E U S A

A L D A E E M I C R O P H O N E V I

O L E P M N V L A E G O U A D P T T

V H R L G T T A E L S D E R M L I Z

N D L H D J E W E P C S H N E E N E

N C S M A A P S R D G A U E N C E N
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H O C N N O X I I U H O E A L W N C
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ACROSS

11 Court case claiming harm or unfair
treatment

77 Official document allowing entry or
certain work

88 Device that captures sound for recording
or clearer hearing

99 Opinion or position on an issue

1010 Person who gathers and reports news
information

DOWN

22 Change added to a constitution or other
important legal document

33 News reporting about an event, person,
or issue

44 System and officials that make and
enforce laws

55 Permission or ability to enter or get
information

66 Court order requiring an action to stop
or begin during a case

1 2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Middle school · Tuesday, September 22, 2026 · Teacher copy · © 2026 3andB Inc.

5/8



WhitWhite House pre House press fighess fight rt raises questions about accessaises questions about access
— answer key

ACCESS AMENDMENT COVERAGE CREDENTIAL

GOVERNMENT INJUNCTION JOURNALIST LAWSUIT

MICROPHONE VIEWPOINT
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E J O U R N A L I S T F A N M I N D

P U O T H M T C C L A E T A E U S A

A L D A E E M I C R O P H O N E V I

O L E P M N V L A E G O U A D P T T

V H R L G T T A E L S D E R M L I Z

N D L H D J E W E P C S H N E E N E

N C S M A A P S R D G A U E N C E N

M Y N M L A D U S N E W A A T H I E

U C E I N O C I C T E U E N O P A A
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WhitWhite House pre House press fighess fight rt raises questions about accessaises questions about access
— answer key

ACROSS

11 Court case claiming harm or unfair
treatment

77 Official document allowing entry or
certain work

88 Device that captures sound for recording
or clearer hearing

99 Opinion or position on an issue

1010 Person who gathers and reports news
information

DOWN

22 Change added to a constitution or other
important legal document

33 News reporting about an event, person,
or issue

44 System and officials that make and
enforce laws

55 Permission or ability to enter or get
information

66 Court order requiring an action to stop
or begin during a case

L
1

A
2

W S U I T

M C
3

E O

N V G
4

A
5

D E O

C M I
6

R V

C
7

R E D E N T I A L E

E N J G R

S T U E N

S N M

M
8

I C R O P H O N E

T N

V
9

I E W P O I N T

O

J
10

O U R N A L I S T

Middle school · Tuesday, September 22, 2026 · Teacher copy · © 2026 3andB Inc.

7/8



PublishedPublished

RRead bead by us ony us on

FFrree Activitiesee Activities MIDDLE SCHOOL ·  TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,  2026

WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHourPBS NewsHour
“Press pool declines to cover Trump in protest of his ban on news outlets”

Monday, September 21, 2026

Tuesday, September 22, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/press-pool-declines-to-cover-trump-in-protest-of-his-ban-on-news-outlets

W HAW HAT  I S  I N  T H IS  PT  I S  I N  T H IS  PAACK ETCK ET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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