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Ancient TAncient Tomb Fomb Found Beneath an Italian Moundound Beneath an Italian Mound
A 2,700-year-old Etruscan tomb is helping researchers learn about a people whose
language is still partly mysterious.

An ancient stone tomb chamber holds shoes, plates, and tools partly uncovered in the dirt.

AArchaeologists have found a huge stone tomb at Vulci, an ancient Etruscan
town north of Rome. Live Science reports the discovery. Archaeologists

are scientists who study old things people left behind. A tomb is a place made
to hold a dead person.

This tomb is about 2,700 years old. That means it was built long before the Ro-
man Empire became powerful. The Etruscans were an Indigenous people who
ruled parts of central Italy for centuries. Today, their language is only partly un-
derstood. So objects from their towns can tell stories that words cannot.

The tomb is nicknamed the Tomb of the Stone Chamber. A chamber is a room.
Workers uncovered walls from three burial rooms. The roofs had fallen in long
ago. Under the fallen pieces, many objects were still waiting.

Some were everyday-looking things that were not everyday at all. The team
found jewelry, clothing, and a rare pair of women’s shoes. They also found gold
objects, bronze plates, weapons, and parts of a chariot. A chariot is a small
cart pulled by horses. In one side room, they found a nearly complete banquet

set. A banquet is a big special meal.

Imagine standing there as dirt is brushed away. A shoe appears first. Then a
plate. Then another object in almost the same place where someone left it cen-
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turies ago. The room would be quiet. Each small find would make the past feel
closer.

The discovery also solved an old puzzle. In 1889, a French archaeologist
named Stéphane Gsell found the round edge of a large burial mound at Vulci. A
mound is a hill built over a tomb. But he did not find the tomb before his dig
ended. Now the Return to Vulci project says it has found the chamber inside
that mound.

The tomb had been entered by robbers many times over the centuries. Still,
many objects survived. That matters because archaeologists ask what the ob-
jects can teach, not just whether they are pretty. The mix of objects suggests
an important person was buried there.

The site has been covered again to protect it. Research is expected to continue
in 2027. For now, the tomb is a reminder that history can wait underground for
a very long time. When it is found carefully, it can add missing pieces to a peo-
ple’s story.

Written from reporting by Live Science.
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THI NK  I T  T H RTHI NK  I T  T H RO UGHOUGH

1.1. Should arShould archaeologists shochaeologists show discow discovveries likeries like this te this to the public quicko the public quicklyly, or k, or keepeep
them cothem covverered until mored until more re researesearch is donech is done? De? Deffend yend your choice.our choice.

2.2. Which object frWhich object from the tom the tomb would tomb would teach the most about Eeach the most about Etruscan liftruscan life: thee: the
shoes, the banqueshoes, the banquet set set, or the chariot, or the chariot partst parts? Explain y? Explain your rour reasoning.easoning.

3.3. When a languagWhen a language is only partly undere is only partly underststood, hoood, how can objects help tw can objects help tell histell history?ory?
What mighWhat might objects still fail tt objects still fail to eo explainxplain??
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ACROSS

11 Place where a dead person's body is
kept

44 Putting a dead person in a grave

66 Large special meal shared by many
people

77 Rings, necklaces, and bracelets worn for
decoration

DOWN

22 Raised hill of earth over a grave

33 Small vehicle pulled by horses

55 Room inside a building or under the
ground

1 2 3

4

5

6

7

Elementary · Friday, September 25, 2026 · © 2026 3andB Inc.

5/6



PublishedPublished

RRead bead by us ony us on

FFrree Activitiesee Activities ELEMENTARY ·  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25,  2026

WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

LivLive Sciencee Science
“Archaeologists discover 'tomb of the very highest rank' in 2,700-year-old Etruscan cemetery”

Thursday, September 24, 2026

Friday, September 25, 2026

https://www.livescience.com/archaeology/archaeologists-discover-tomb-of-the-very-highest-rank-in-2-700-year-old-etruscan-
cemetery

W HAW HAT  I S  I N  T H IS  PT  I S  I N  T H IS  PAACK ETCK ET

The article and its discussion questions, a word search, and a crossword.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.

Elementary · Friday, September 25, 2026 · © 2026 3andB Inc.

6/6


	Ancient Tomb Found Beneath an Italian Mound
	Think it through

	Ancient Tomb Found Beneath an Italian Mound
	Ancient Tomb Found Beneath an Italian Mound
	Across
	Down

	Where this came from
	What is in this packet
	Copying and reuse
	More where this came from


