Free Activities

HIGH SCHOOL - MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2026

Atlanta’s new pandas carry more than bamboo

Two giant pandas arrived under a U.S.-China agreement, showing how animals can

become symbols in international diplomacy.

Two giant pandas sit among bamboo near a closed travel crate in a calm zoo enclosure.

Two giant pandas arrived in Atlanta on Sunday
morning under an agreement between the Chi-
nese and American governments, according to As-
sociated Press reporting carried by PBS NewsHour.
The pandas, named Ping Ping and Fu Shuang, trav-
eled from Chengdu in southwestern China on a
dedicated aircraft. Their arrival makes Zoo Atlanta
one of three zoos in the United States now housing
giant pandas, along with the San Diego Zoo and the
Smithsonian’s National Zoo in Washington, D.C.

The story matters because the bears are not only
zoo animals. They are also part of diplomacy,
which means the way governments manage rela-
tionships with one another without using force. Chi-
na has long used giant panda loans as a public sign
of goodwill toward other countries. When relations
are warmer, pandas may be sent or loan agree-
ments may continue. When tensions rise, those
agreements can expire without renewal. That
makes the arrival of two animals in Georgia a small
but visible event in a much larger relationship be-
tween two powerful countries.

Ping Ping and Fu Shuang will not go on public dis-
play right away. Zoo officials said they will spend
about a month in quarantine, which is a period of
separation used to protect animal and public
health. They will be kept in a biosecure area, mean-
ing a controlled space designed to reduce the

chance that diseases or contaminants move in or
out. Zoo Atlanta has not announced an opening
date for visitors to see them in the zoo’s new giant
panda complex.

The pandas’ arrival followed a three-day summit
between Chinese President Xi Jinping and U.S.
President Donald Trump. A summit is a high-level
meeting between government leaders. According
to the AP report, the panda loan was one of the
few concrete outcomes of the visit. The leaders ex-
pressed goodwill, but the meeting did not resolve
the long-standing disagreements between the two
countries. That is the central tension in the story: a
friendly symbol can be real and meaningful, while
still leaving the biggest problems untouched.

The new agreement between Zoo Atlanta and the
China Wildlife Conservation Association will keep
the pandas in Atlanta on loan for 10 years. Both
pandas were born in 2020 and previously lived at
the Chengdu Research Base of Giant Panda Breed-
ing. Ping Ping is male, and Fu Shuang is female. At-
lanta had said goodbye to its previous pandas in
2024, leaving the zoo without the animals until this
new arrangement.

For supporters of panda diplomacy, the value is
partly that it creates a shared point of public inter-
est in a relationship often defined by suspicion and
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competition. A panda at an American zoo can draw
families, local attention and media coverage in a
way that an official statement rarely does. It can al-
so keep channels of cooperation open between in-
stitutions, such as zoos and wildlife organizations,
even when governments disagree on bigger issues.
In that view, symbolic gestures are not meaning-
less; they can make future cooperation easier by
reminding both sides that contact is still possible.

The opposing concern is that a highly appealing
symbol can make thin progress look larger than it
is. If a summit produces pandas but no solutions to
the issues that divide the countries, the public may
see a warm photograph or a happy zoo announce-
ment and miss the limits of what actually changed.
The AP report notes that the state visit brought ex-
pressions of goodwill but no fixes to long-standing
differences. That does not make the panda loan
fake, but it does make it incomplete as a measure
of diplomatic success.

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.

There is also a practical tension inside the zoo sto-
ry itself. The public excitement is immediate, but
the zoo cannot simply place the animals in front of
visitors the day they arrive. The quarantine period
and lack of a confirmed opening date show that an-
imal care moves on a different schedule than poli-
tics or publicity. A diplomatic announcement can
happen at a summit, but living animals require
health checks, controlled spaces and time to ad-
just.

The pandas’ arrival is therefore both a local event
and an international signal. In Atlanta, it means two
rare animals will eventually become part of the
city’s zoo experience again. In U.S.-China relations,
it means both governments were willing to create
at least one visible sign of cooperation. The hard
question is how much weight to give that sign. A
panda loan can represent goodwill, but it cannot by
itself prove that the deeper relationship has
changed.
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THINK IT THROUGH

1. How much should the public value symbolic diplomatic gestures, such as panda loans, when major
disagreements remain unresolved?

2. If you were evaluating the summit, would you count the panda agreement as a success, a
distraction, or something in between?

3. What information would you need before deciding whether this panda loan benefits conservation,
diplomacy, both, or neither?
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ACROSS DOWN
5 Built to block germs and dangerous 1 Official deal reached by two or more
materials from crossing a controlled sides
boundary 2 Representing an idea or relationship
7 Isolation period used to stop disease beyond its literal form
from spreading 3 Real and specific, not vague or merely
9  Managing relations between promised
governments through talks rather than 4  Attention generated by media coverage
force or promotion
10 Friendly spirit and readiness to work 6 Doubt that someone or something can
together be trusted
8  Top-level meeting of national leaders
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHour

“2 giant pandas arrive in Atlanta under a U.S.-China government agreement”

Published Sunday, September 27,2026
Read by us on Monday, September 28, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/2-giant-pandas-arrive-in-atlanta-under-a-u-s-china-government-agreement

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article and its discussion questions, a word search, and a crossword.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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