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French Teens Push School Funding Into the

Streets

A protest movement that began at one high school has grown into a national argument
over education, safety, and public voice.

An illustrated school protest scene with blank signs, backpacks, and distant police helmets outside a school gate.

M ore than a quarter-million people marched
across France on Tuesday in a student-led
protest movement demanding more money for
schools, according to reporting by PBS New-
sHour. The movement began at one high school
in mid-September and has grown into marches,
strikes, and blockades, which are barriers set up
to stop normal activity. In Paris, authorities said

56,000 students, parents, and teachers marched.

Similar protests took place in cities including
Strasbourg and Lyon.

The protests are about the condition of schools.
Marchers are demanding more education fund-
ing because they say schools are understaffed,
classrooms are overcrowded, and academic
buildings are in poor shape. Those complaints
are not just adult issues. They affect how much
help a young person gets from a teacher, how
noisy or crowded a class feels, and whether a
school building is safe and ready for learning.

The day also showed a hard question in civics:

What happens when a peaceful demand meets
public disorder? In some cities, police and pro-
testers clashed. Police in riot gear, which is pro-

tective equipment used during unrest, fired tear
gas, a chemical that stings the eyes and makes
breathing difficult. French officials said some
people tried to confront officers. Prime Minister
Sebastien Lecornu condemned what he called
“extreme violence.”

The numbers show how large and tense the
movement has become. Since the protests began
in mid-September, roughly 6,000 people have
been arrested, according to the PBS report.
About 300 students and staff have been injured,
along with about 700 police officers. France’s in-
terior minister said the police response has been
proportionate in almost all cases, meaning he ar-
gued officers used no more force than the situa-
tion required. Protesters and some parents, how-
ever, said the police response has made anger
grow.

Union activists also joined the marches. A union
is a group of workers that organizes to speak to-
gether about pay, working conditions, or public
policy. Their involvement matters because it
shows the protest is no longer only a school hall-
way issue. It has become a national debate over
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how a country chooses to spend public money
and how much power young people can have
when they organize around a problem they expe-
rience every day.

This story connects to subjects that show up in
many classrooms. In social studies, it raises
questions about rights, public order, and democ-
racy. Demonstrating means protesting in public
to show support for a cause, and many democ-
ratic countries protect that right. But govern-
ments also have a duty to keep streets and
schools safe. In math or economics, the issue is
about budgets: if a government spends more on
schools, that money has to come from taxes,

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.

cuts somewhere else, or new borrowing. In lan-
guage arts, the story is about persuasion: stu-
dents, parents, police, officials, and reporters are
all trying to shape how the public understands
the same events.

The protests do not have a simple lesson. A large
crowd does not automatically prove a demand is
right. A government’s warning about disorder
does not automatically prove protesters are
wrong. The central question is how a society lis-
tens to young people when they say a public sys-
tem is failing them, especially when the argument
moves from classrooms to city streets.

THINK IT THROUGH

1. When young people protest about their schools, what responsibilities should protest
organizers and government officials each have to keep people safe without silencing the

message?

A strong answer: A strong answer should weigh the right to protest against public safety and assign duties to both

sides, not just blame one group.

2. Should the size of a protest make leaders more likely to change policy, or should leaders rely
mostly on budgets, data, and expert advice? Defend your view.

A strong answer: A strong answer should discuss democratic pressure, evidence, and the risk of either ignoring

people or making rushed decisions.

3. What information is missing from this story that would help you judge whether the protesters’

demands are fair and realistic?

A strong answer: A strong answer should name useful evidence such as school funding levels, class sizes, building
conditions, government budget limits, and firsthand accounts.
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1 2
a
5 6
7
8
9

ACROSS DOWN

1 Government system where people help 2 People working publicly for social or
choose leaders political change

4 Receiving money now with a promise to 3 Money supplied to support a program or
repay later service

5 Using reasons to shape people's views or 4 Barrier stopping normal travel
actions Taken into police custody over

7 Place where students learn with a suspected wrongdoing
teacher

8 Public demonstration calling for a policy
change

9 Plans for collecting and spending money
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— answer key
1 2
DIE{M|O|C|R[A|C]|Y
3
C F
T U
4
BIOIR|IR|OI[W|I|N|G N
L \" D
O I I
5 6
C PIEIR|S|U[A|S|I|[O|N
K T R G
7
A C|LIA|S|S|R|O[O|M
D E
8
E PIRIO|T|E|[S]|T
T
E
9
BIUID|IG|E|[T|S
ACROSS DOWN
1 Government system where people help 2 People working publicly for social or
choose leaders political change
4 Receiving money now with a promise to 3 Money supplied to support a program or
repay later service
5 Using reasons to shape people's views or 4 Barrier stopping normal travel
actions Taken into police custody over
7 Place where students learn with a suspected wrongdoing
teacher

8 Public demonstration calling for a policy
change

9 Plans for collecting and spending money
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHour

“French students lead massive protests against education policies”

Published Tuesday, October 6, 2026
Read by us on Wednesday, October 7, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/french-students-lead-massive-protests-demanding-more-education-funding

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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