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Wild Quail Return After Crews Rebuild Habitat

A Tennessee project shows how conservation work depends on fire, forestry, field

skills, and long-term land management.
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Wild bobwhite quail have been spotted at the
University of Tennessee’s Ames AgResearch
and Education Center after crews began restoring
the land they need to survive, according to
Phys.org. Multiple coveys, or small groups of quail,
were seen during the second year of a partnership
between UT AgResearch and Tall Timbers, a non-
profit that works on natural resource research and
education. The project covers more than 5,000
acres of bird dog competition grounds at Ames, a
site that hosts the National Championship for Bird
Dogs and draws thousands of visitors each year.

The sighting matters because it suggests that the
land is starting to function differently. Bobwhite
quail have become scarce enough at the center
that competitions have relied on pen-raised birds,
which are birds raised by people and released for
an event. The restoration project is not just putting
more birds on the ground. It is changing the ground
itself so wild birds can nest, raise young, find cover,
and make it through the year. For people interested
in trade and technical careers, this is a good exam-
ple of conservation as physical work, not just an
idea.

The main job is habitat restoration, which means
changing a site so it can support the plants and ani-
mals that belong there. At Ames, teams are turning
dense, closed-canopy forest into open savanna. A

Bobwhite quail stand in a restored open savanna with scattered trees and light smoke in the distance.

closed canopy is a forest where the tree crowns
meet overhead and block much of the sunlight. An
open savanna has scattered trees, more sunlight at
ground level, and a mix of grasses, shrubs, and oth-
er plants. Bobwhites need that structure for nesting
and brood-rearing, which means protecting and
feeding young birds after they hatch.

Since the project began in 2025, about 1,500 acres
have been managed through tree thinning,
mulching, and prescribed fire. Tree thinning re-
moves selected trees so light reaches the ground.
Mulching grinds woody material into chips or small
pieces, often using heavy equipment. Prescribed
fire is a planned burn carried out under set condi-
tions to reduce unwanted growth and improve
habitat. Each of those tasks depends on crews who
can follow a work plan, read site conditions, oper-
ate equipment safely, and understand how one ac-
tion affects the next.

This kind of worksite would likely involve several
skill sets at once. Forestry and equipment crews
handle thinning and mulching. Natural resource
staff plan which areas need treatment and when.
Fire crews carry out prescribed burns, where tim-
ing, weather, fuel conditions, and safety proce-
dures matter. Wildlife professionals monitor
whether the habitat is helping the target species.
Agricultural research center staff also have to bal-
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ance conservation work with the field trial courses
used for competitions. The article does not list job
openings or credentials, but the tasks point to the
kinds of competencies employers would care
about: safety, equipment awareness, land manage-
ment knowledge, teamwork, and accurate field ob-
servation.

The quail sighting is encouraging, but it is not the
finish line. In places where too few wild quail re-
main to respond quickly to better habitat, Tall Tim-
bers uses translocation, which means moving wild
birds from one location to another. At Ames, a mul-
tiyear translocation process is planned as a tool to
speed population recovery. That adds another lay-
er of field work: capturing, transporting, releasing,
and tracking wildlife must be done carefully be-
cause the goal is a permanent wild population, not
a one-time release.

Long-term management will continue after the first
restoration phase. Plans include annual prescribed
burns across about half of the field trial courses,
herbicide applications to control undesirable and
invasive plants, supplemental feeding in winter,
and predator management during the summer nest-

Written from reporting by Phys.org.

ing season. An invasive plant is a nonnative plant
that spreads in ways that can damage the existing
ecosystem. Herbicide work requires precision be-
cause the goal is to control certain plants without
undoing the habitat gains. Predator management is
also a technical choice, because it is aimed at im-
proving reproductive success during the part of the
year when nests and young birds are most vulnera-
ble.

The project timeline depends on timber markets,
weather, and costs, which is another real-world les-
son. Outdoor work does not happen on a perfect
classroom schedule. Timber markets affect
whether removed trees have value. Weather af-
fects burning, equipment access, and crew safety.
Costs affect how fast thousands of acres can be
treated. The next phase will use Ames as a place to
teach landowners and organizations about bob-
white conservation and the role of prescribed fire
in ecosystem health. In other words, the work in-
cludes both doing the job and explaining the job
well enough that other land managers can repeat
it.
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THINK IT THROUGH

1. When a conservation project also supports a public event like bird dog competitions, how should
managers balance wildlife goals with visitor and business interests?

A strong answer: A strong answer would weigh habitat quality, public access, tradition, local economic benefits, and
the risk of letting recreation drive ecological decisions.

2. Prescribed fire can improve habitat but also requires planning, training, and public trust. What
would make it a responsible tool rather than a risky shortcut?

A strong answer: A strong answer would discuss weather conditions, safety procedures, crew skill, communication
with the public, and measurable habitat outcomes.

3. If you were hiring for a project like this, which matters more: equipment experience, wildlife
knowledge, or ability to work safely on a team? Defend your ranking.

A strong answer: A strong answer would connect the ranking to the actual tasks in the article and recognize that the
best crew needs more than one type of expertise.
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Wild Quail Return After Crews Rebuild Habitat
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Wild Quail Return After Crews Rebuild Habitat
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ACROSS DOWN

3 Nonnative plant trait marked by rapid 1 Natural setting supplying food, shelter,
spread and harm to natural communities and living space

5 Animal that hunts, Kills, and eats other 2 Overhead layer where tree crowns and
animals branches join

7 Free-ranging animals not raised or kept 4 Living community and the physical
by people conditions shaping it

9@  Chemical used to control unwanted 6 Machine chipping of woody material into
vegetation small pieces

10 Open grassland dotted with scattered 8  Selective tree removal that lets more

trees

sunlight reach low-growing plants
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Wild Quail Return After Crews Rebuild Habitat — answer key
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Wild Quail Return After Crews Rebuild Habitat — answer key
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ACROSS DOWN
3 Nonnative plant trait marked by rapid 1 Natural setting supplying food, shelter,
spread and harm to natural communities and living space
5 Animal that hunts, kills, and eats other 2 Overhead layer where tree crowns and
animals branches join
7 Free-ranging animals not raised or kept 4 Living community and the physical
by people conditions shaping it
9@  Chemical used to control unwanted 6 Machine chipping of woody material into
vegetation small pieces
10 Open grassland dotted with scattered 8  Selective tree removal that lets more

trees

sunlight reach low-growing plants
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

Phys.org

“Wild bobwhite quail spotted after habitat restoration project”
Published Tuesday, October 13,2026

Read by us on Wednesday, October 14, 2026

https://phys.org/news/2026-10-wild-bobwhite-quail-habitat.html

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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