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A Hidden Milky Way Shines Over Manhattan

A NASA image shows how special camera light can reveal stars above a bright city.

A bright city skyline sits below a faint band of Milky Way stars in the night sky.

ASA shared a new space image today that shows the Milky Way over Man-
hattan. According to NASA’s Astronomy Picture of the Day, the picture was
made with a special filter. The filter blocks most light that human eyes can see.

It lets in near-infrared light, which is light with less energy than visible light.

That matters because Manhattan is a very bright city place. Its city lights make
the night sky glow. That glow is called light pollution. It can hide stars, even
when the stars are still there.

In the picture, the city has not moved away from the stars. The camera is just
looking in a different way. Fluorescent and LED lights are not bright in near-in-
frared light. Older incandescent bulbs and some neon lights still shine that way.
Stars also shine in near-infrared light. So the filter helps the camera notice the
stars while ignoring much of the city glow.

The Milky Way is our home galaxy. A galaxy is a huge group of stars, gas, and
dust held together in space. From Earth, the Milky Way can look like a pale riv-
er across a dark sky. In a very bright city, most people cannot see that river

with only their eyes.

This image is interesting because it turns a familiar place into a surprise. Many
people know Manhattan for tall buildings, busy streets, and lights that stay on
late. NASA’s image reminds us that the same sky is above the city and the
countryside. The stars did not disappear when the buildings appeared.
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It also shows how tools can change what we notice. A microscope can show
tiny things in pond water. A pair of binoculars can bring a bird closer. This cam-
era filter shows light that our eyes miss. It is not magic. It is a smart way to

gather information.

A person standing there might hear traffic and see windows glowing. That per-
son might not see many stars. But above all that brightness, the Milky Way
would still be there. The image helps us imagine a hidden part of the night over
a place many people think they already know.

Written from reporting by NASA.

THINK IT THROUGH

1. Should cities try harder to lower light pollution, even if people still need lights at
night? Defend your answer.

2. What does this story show about how tools can change what people understand
about a place?

3. Would this image make people in a bright city more interested in space? Why or
why not?
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A Hidden Milky Way Shines Over Manhattan
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CAMERA ENERGY FILTER GALAXY INFRARED SPACE

VISIBLE
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light

1 Able to be seen by human eyes

2 Huge group of stars, gas, and dust in
space

4 Power in light or used to make things

7
ACROSS DOWN
3 Vast area beyond Earth where stars are
found
5 Light just beyond red that human eyes
cannot see
7  Tool that captures pictures by gathering

happen

6 Camera covering that lets some light

through and stops other light
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Where this came from

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

NASA

“APOD: 2026 October 15 - The Milky Way over Manhattan”
Published Thursday, October 15,2026

Read by us on Thursday, October 15, 2026

https://science.nasa.gov/image-article/apod-2026-october-15-the-milky-way-over-manhattan/

WHAT IS IN THIS PACKET

The article and its discussion questions, a word search, and a crossword.

COPYING AND REUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

More where this came from

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

= Complete units with student and teacher editions
= Worked solutions for every exercise
= Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.

Elementary - Thursday, October 15,2026 - © 2026 3andB Inc.

5/5



	A Hidden Milky Way Shines Over Manhattan
	Think it through

	A Hidden Milky Way Shines Over Manhattan
	A Hidden Milky Way Shines Over Manhattan
	Across
	Down

	Where this came from
	What is in this packet
	Copying and reuse
	More where this came from


