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Serbia’s SSerbia’s Student-Backtudent-Backed Moed Movvement Wins aement Wins a
Major ElectionMajor Election
After two years of protests, a youth-led opposition movement defeated a leader who
had held power for 14 years.

Young people with bicycles gather near a ballot box in a city square after an election.

AAstudent-backed movement in Serbia won a
major parliamentary election on Sunday, ac-

cording to Associated Press reporting published
by PBS NewsHour. Serbia’s Parliament is the na-
tional lawmaking group, similar in purpose to the
U.S. Congress. Aleksandar Vucic, who had led
the country or his party for 14 years, conceded
defeat soon after polls closed. His party project-
ed that the Students’ List would win between 135
and 140 seats in the 250-member Parliament,
while his own party would win about 105.

The result matters because it shows how young
people can shape politics even before many of
them are the main candidates. The movement
was led by university students, but its election
list included experts, athletes, farmers and
artists instead of the students themselves. Their
message was that Serbia needed to rebuild trust
in democracy, which means government by the
people through fair elections and protected
rights.

Serbia is a country in southeastern Europe. Vucic
had been a powerful figure there for years. The
AP described him as a strongman leader, mean-

ing a leader who keeps tight control over govern-
ment and public life. His critics accused his gov-
ernment of corruption, which means using public
power for private gain, and of weakening democ-
racy. Vucic and his supporters argued that he
was a capable leader in uncertain times.

The student movement grew after a deadly train
station canopy collapse in the city of Novi Sad in
2024. Protesters blamed the disaster on corrup-
tion and poor oversight during renovation work.
That tragedy became a turning point. For two
years, young activists protested, organized and
tried to reach people beyond big cities.

Their campaign used methods that are easy to
picture. They cycled and walked through the
country to speak with voters in rural areas,
where Vucic had often been strong. That part of
the story connects to what middle schoolers
study in civics and history: movements often
have to do more than be loud in one place. They
have to persuade people who may not already
agree with them.
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The election also had signs of tension. Police in
anti-riot gear were seen in parts of Belgrade, the
capital. Large crowds celebrated after Vucic
conceded. Some supporters of the winning side
drove through the city honking horns and singing.
The AP reported that turnout could reach around
70 percent, a level Serbia had not seen since
2000. Turnout means the share of eligible voters
who actually cast ballots.

This story is not only about Serbia. It raises big-
ger questions about power, protest and elec-
tions. In a democracy, protests can bring atten-
tion to a problem, but elections decide who gets

legal authority to govern. The Serbian students
helped connect those two tools. They turned
anger over a disaster into a campaign about how
the country should be run.

There are still questions ahead. Winning seats is
not the same as solving problems. A movement
built from many different kinds of people may
have to agree on plans for jobs, schools, courts
and public safety. It will also face pressure from
people who supported the old government. But
the election shows that young people can be
more than observers. They can change what
adults think is politically possible.

Written from reporting by PBS NewsHour.

THI NK  I T  T H RTHI NK  I T  T H RO UGHOUGH

1.1. When is prWhen is proottest a useest a useful tful tool fool for changing gor changing goovvernment, and when is vernment, and when is vooting morting more poe powerfulwerful??

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should compare public pressure, persuasion, legal authority and the limits of each
tool.

2.2. The SThe Students' List used non-student candidattudents' List used non-student candidates ees evven though students led the moen though students led the movvement. Wement. Wasas
that a smart choicethat a smart choice??

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should weigh credibility, experience, symbolism and whether a movement can stay
true to its goals.

3.3. What infWhat information would yormation would you still want beou still want befforore deciding whee deciding whether this election will strther this election will strengthenengthen
democrdemocracy in Serbiaacy in Serbia??

A strA strong answer:ong answer: A strong answer should identify missing evidence such as election fairness, future laws, minority
rights and peaceful transfer of power.
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Serbia’s SSerbia’s Student-Backtudent-Backed Moed Movvement Wins a Majorement Wins a Major
ElectionElection

ACTIVISTS BALLOTS CAMPAIGN CORRUPTION DEMOCRACY

ELECTION OVERSIGHT PARLIAMENT PROTEST TURNOUT
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Serbia’s SSerbia’s Student-Backtudent-Backed Moed Movvement Wins a Majorement Wins a Major
ElectionElection

ACROSS

11 Vote to choose leaders or
representatives

55 Government where citizens vote for
leaders and have protected rights

88 National elected body that debates and
makes laws

99 Share of eligible voters who cast ballots

1010 Papers or digital forms used to make
voting choices

DOWN

22 Careful supervision ensuring work is
honest and properly done

33 Public action showing disagreement with
a policy or leader

44 Using public power for private gain

66 Organized effort to win support from
voters

77 People working to spotlight issues and
create change
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Serbia’s SSerbia’s Student-Backtudent-Backed Moed Movvement Wins a Majorement Wins a Major
ElectionElection — answer key
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Serbia’s SSerbia’s Student-Backtudent-Backed Moed Movvement Wins a Majorement Wins a Major
ElectionElection — answer key

ACROSS

11 Vote to choose leaders or
representatives

55 Government where citizens vote for
leaders and have protected rights

88 National elected body that debates and
makes laws

99 Share of eligible voters who cast ballots

1010 Papers or digital forms used to make
voting choices

DOWN

22 Careful supervision ensuring work is
honest and properly done

33 Public action showing disagreement with
a policy or leader

44 Using public power for private gain

66 Organized effort to win support from
voters

77 People working to spotlight issues and
create change
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WherWhere this came fre this came fromom

This article was written for 3andB from the reporting below. It is not a reprint — the
wording is ours and the facts are theirs.

PBS NewsHourPBS NewsHour
“Serbia's strongman leader Vucic concedes defeat to student-led movement in seismic political shift”

Sunday, October 25, 2026

Monday, October 26, 2026

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/serbias-strongman-leader-vucic-concedes-defeat-to-student-led-movement-in-seismic-
political-shift

W HAW HAT  I S  I N  T H IS  PT  I S  I N  T H IS  PAACK ETCK ET

The article with a note on each question, a word search, a crossword, and the answer key
to both.

C O PC OPY I NG AND RY I NG AND REUSEEUSE

Free to print, copy and hand out for classroom use. Please keep this page with the packet,
so the next teacher can see where the story came from.

MorMore where where this came fre this came fromom

If this short lesson worked for your class, our full workbooks go further with the same
care:

• Complete units with student and teacher editions
• Worked solutions for every exercise
• Standards-aligned, classroom-tested, print-ready

See the full lessons at 3andB.comSee the full lessons at 3andB.com

© 2026 3andB Inc.
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