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Standard: ISTE 6a: Creative expression with technology

Digital Media Creation:
Bringing Your Ideas to Life

Digital media creation means using
computers and technology to make
content that combines text, images,
sounds, and videos. When you create a
video for a school project, design a poster,
or record a podcast, you are creating
digital media. This skill is essential in
today’s digital world.

Why Digital Media Creation Matters

Digital media creation helps you express
ideas creatively and prepares you

for careers in graphic design, video
production, web development, and
marketing. Creating digital media also
makes you a better communicator by
combining words, pictures, and sounds
effectively.

Key Components of Digital Media

Digital media has several main parts
that work together. Text includes all

the words you see, from headlines to
captions. Images are pictures, drawings,
or graphics that support your message.

Creating digital media means combining
images, text, and video to tell powerful stories.

Audio includes music, sound effects,
and voice recordings. Video combines
moving pictures with sound to tell stories
or explain concepts.

Layout and design determine how these
elements are arranged on the screen or
page. Good design makes your content
easy to read and understand. Color
schemes create mood and help organize
information. Typography refers to the
fonts and text styles you choose - think
about how a serious newspaper font
feels different from a fun, curvy birthday
card font. Your font choice can make
your content look professional or playful,
depending on your goal.

Free Starter Tools You Can Use Today

* Canva - Easy graphic design for posters
and social media

» CapCut - Video editing on your phone

* GIMP - Free photo editing software

* Audacity - Record and edit audio

» Google Slides - Create presentations
with multimedia

Real-World Applications

Students use digital media creation every
day without realizing it. When you make

a presentation for class using slides with
pictures and text, you are creating digital
media. Social media posts that combine
photos with captions are another example.
School newspapers, yearbooks, and
websites all require digital media creation
skills.
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Student Spotlight: Maya, a 7th grader,
wanted to promote her school’s talent
show. She used Canva to design colorful
posters with bold fonts and fun graphics,
then created a 30-second video trailer
using CapCut on her phone. Her creative
approach helped sell twice as many tickets
as the previous year!

In the professional
world, digital media
creators work for
movie studios,
advertising agencies,
news organizations,
and tech companies.
They create
everything from
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Some students believe artificial
intelligence will replace human creativity
in digital media. While Al might help crop
your photo or suggest color combinations,
it won’t know that your dog’s tongue
sticking out makes the picture extra funny -
that’s all you! Human creativity, storytelling
ability, and understanding

of what your audience
wants remain essential
for creating meaningful
content.

Getting Started with
Digital Media Creation

Begin with simple projects
using available tools.

smartphone

apps to billboard
advertisements. UX
designers make sure
websites are easy to use, while social
media managers create content that gets
people excited about products. Even small
businesses need digital media for their
websites and social media accounts.

Common Misconceptions

Many people think digital media creation
requires expensive software and
equipment. You can create impressive
content using free programs and basic
equipment. Your smartphone can record
high-quality videos, and free software
like GIMP or Canva can help you design
professional graphics.

Another misconception is that you need
natural artistic talent. While creativity
helps, digital media creation involves
learning specific techniques. With practice,
anyone can develop these skills.

From posters to podcasts, digital tools
help bring creative ideas to life—
one click, edit, and layout at a time.

Practice combining

text and images in
presentations. Try
recording videos with your
phone, then edit them using free apps.
Experiment with fonts, colors, and layouts.

Start by copying styles you admire, then
develop your own approach. Pay attention
to digital media you see daily and think
about what makes some more effective.
The more you practice, the better you'll
become.

Try This Challenge: Use Canva

to design a social media post for

an upcoming school event. Include
one eye-catching image, use two
different font types, and choose three
colors that work well together. Can
you make your classmates excited
enough to want to attend? Share
your creation with friends and see
what they think!
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GUIDED NOTES

Key Terms (Define each term)

1. Digital Media:

2. Typography:

3. Layout:

4. Color Schemes:

5. UX Designer:

Main Concept Overview
Word Bank: creatively, design, tech, text, font

Digital media creation combines , images, sounds, and videos using computers
and technology. This skill helps you express ideas and prepares you for

future careers. Good makes your content easy to read and understand,

while choice affects whether your content feels serious or playful. Digital
media creators work in many fields, including movie studios, advertising agencies, and

companies.

Matching Section

Match each term with its description:

1. Canva A. Free photo editing software
2. Typography B. Easy graphic design tool
___3.GIMP C. Video editing on your phone
4 CapCut D. Font and text style choices
5. Layout E. How elements are arranged on screen
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True/False Questions
You need expensive software to create good digital media.
_______Smartphones can record high-quality videos for digital media projects.
Only naturally artistic people can learn digital media creation.

Al will completely replace human creativity in digital media.

o w0 bdh =

Digital media creation skills are useful in many different careers.

Fill in the Table
Complete the table about digital media components mentioned in the article:

Component What It Includes

Text

Images

Audio

Video

Critical Thinking Questions

1. Application Question: Maya used Canva and CapCut to promote her school’s talent
show and sold twice as many tickets as the previous year. What specific digital media
techniques from the article could you use to promote a school event? Explain how
combining different media types would make your promotion more effective

2. Analysis Question: The article mentions that Al might help crop photos but won’t know
what makes your dog’s tongue sticking out funny. Analyze why human creativity remains
important in digital media creation even as Al technology improves. Use examples from
the article to support your answer.
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1 | Digital Media Creation - Hypotheticals

Scenario: The School Dance Promotion

Your student council wants to promote
the upcoming winter dance, but ticket
sales are slow. Last year’s plain text
flyers didn’t work well. The council asks
you to create a digital media campaign
using free tools to get students excited
about attending.

A. What combination of digital media
elements would you use to make the
dance seem fun and exciting?

B. How would your font and color
choices differ from a serious school
announcement?

C. Which free tools from the article
would help you create both print and
social media content?

Scenario: The Class Project Presentation

You’re working on a science project
about renewable energy with three
classmates. Your teacher says the final
presentation must include multiple types
of digital media. One teammate wants to
use only text slides, but you know that
won’t engage your audience effectively.

A. How would you convince your
teammate that combining different media
types creates better presentations?

B. What specific digital media
components would make your renewable
energy topic more interesting?

C. How could you divide the digital
media creation tasks among your four-
person team?
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1 | Digital Media Creation - Hypotheticals

Scenario: The New Student Welcome Video

Your school’s media class needs to
create a welcome video for new 7th
graders. The video should help nervous
students feel comfortable and excited
about joining your school. You have
access to smartphones and free editing
software.

A. What audio and visual elements
would help new students feel welcomed
rather than overwhelmed?

B. How would typography choices in
your video titles affect the overall mood?

C. What real school locations and
activities would you film to showcase
student life?

Scenario: The Local Business Social Media

Your neighbor owns a small bakery and
asks for help creating social media posts
to attract teenage customers. She has
great cupcakes but her current posts are
just plain photos with no text or design
elements.

A. How would you use layout and color
schemes to make her cupcake photos
more appealing to teens?

B. What type of text and typography
would connect with middle school and
high school students?

C. Which free design tools would help
her create consistent, professional-
looking posts?
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1 | Digital Media Creation - Reflection Questions

How might learning
digital media creation
skills change the way
you approach your
school projects and
presentations?

Think about projects you’ve done recently where you only used
text or basic slides. Consider how adding images, better fonts,

or even short videos could make your work more interesting.
How could these skills help you stand out and communicate your
ideas more clearly? y

How do you balance
using Al tools to help
with digital media
while still keeping

your personal D
- The article mentions that Al can help with technical tasks but
creativity? ) )
can’t understand what makes something personally meaningful
to you. Think about your own creative projects. What parts would
you want Al to help with, and what parts are important for you to
do yourself? y
When you see digital
media content that

really grabs your

attention, what

elements make it D

Consider the social media posts, videos, or websites that make
you stop and pay attention. Think about the colors, fonts, images,
and layout choices. How could you apply what you notice to your
own digital media creations?

effective?

J
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TERM DEFINITION

Audio

Color Schemes

Content

Digital Media

Graphics

Images

Layout

Text

Typography

Video
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1: CROSSWORD

Digital Media Creation

Across

3. The art and
technique of
choosing fonts
and text styles to
communicate
effectively.

4. All written
words in digital
media, including
headlines,
captions, and
body content.

5. The
information,
images, text, and
media that make
up digital
materials.

7. Moving
pictures combined
with sound to tell
stories or explain
concepts.

9. Material that
combines text,
images, sounds,
and videos using
computers and
technology. (Two
words)

10. Sound
elements
including music,
sound effects, and
voice recordings
that enhance
digital content.

Down

1. Carefully
chosen sets of
colors that create
mood and help
organize
information in
digital media.
(Two words)

2. The 8. Visual
arrangement of  elements like
text, images, and drawings,

other elements on illustrations, and
a screen or page. designed images

6. Pictures, used in digital
photographs, content.
drawings, or

visual elements
that support and
enhance a
message.
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